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lU-R ROYAL lUGIINESS 

THE IMlfNC ESS VICTORIA. 

Madam, 

It ijuist ever 4>e a Rcuirc'c* ot IIk^ 

greatest satisfiictioii to an Ai. * to be lio- 

' ''' 

with the A o*Juaire of tliosc »vhom ht; 

i Cy 

feel? ' ; duty to reverence and obey : utid the, 
b,iiu ivf iher iu w.djh your Roy^tl TJigluiess Jias 
been pleased to accept the dedication of this 
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D CDirATION. 


work, will iKi 


1)<‘ lo me a 


of li'niteful i*ie|hi^-fioii, a.'^ %cl] as an 

\ Vf 

inciteiiK'nt lo the ulmosl e^erlions in promol in<>' 

i 

the caus(‘ of j'iety and virtue. 

It is trust in ihr Alnn"lity and the sense of 
his favour'that ddi'nses tin- 'jTeate.sl lustre 


around the lunnan ediaractor in ail stations 
of life: ‘'(jiod honours tliosi' who honour him” 
-—so may I In eont.mue to best()\^ lus choicest 
^'ifts upon yonr illustrious r<*lauva‘s the Kiny; 
and (ineen, and your Royal l\l other tlie 
Duchess of Kent: and when it sliall {>lcaso 
the Divine Majesty to call your Royal Ifiy^h 
ness to the tin one pf tliese realms, may yoi 

oc blessed anfl^ Jidered a blessing* to your pco 

>• 

pie; niav'^uir days be "/i y and yontVko,’i*^i 
peacadul t^id happy; an(\ alter t?eaw^‘ ^hJoc 
faithfully u[)oi earth, may •you 
possession of a crown, of whiCh llu* glory will 
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iu,‘V('i fiiilc, Jind the leJiciiy never he diinia- 
ished. 

This is the siuccie and earnest prayer ef 
him, who is, witli the greatest n'spcct. 

Madam,* 

Your Royal liigliness’s 

JVlost ul)edjenf and devotial ServanI, 

(hi A ilL I^JS Du N E i h L L F, U Y . 
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niOM A OF THE ALTIIOU, 


Aaiong the numerous losses and disappoint" 
inents to which iiiankird arc liable, none pcuhaps 
are felt more keenly, m a jiublic point of view, 
than the decease of literary and p;ifted characters, 
especially w'hen their talents and ac([iuieinents 
were devoted not to the mere gratification of tlie 
imagination, or the cause of a particular sect or 
j)arty, but to tiie best interests of men—their ad- 
’ ancement in knowdedge and ha[)])iness. Amongst 
the number of those wht»sc loss, in the inscrutable 
providence of Heaven, we have recently had to 
/implore, is tli^,dei).th of Ciiaulfs Doi'nr Sit.lerv, 
the talpnted and estimable author of the following 



T'or some time previous to ii?his event his health 
was extremely delicate, but be still continued to 
prosecute his literary labours, and wrote several 
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sliort pieces, both m prose and verse; and 
wlien informed that a new edition of the present 
little volume was called for, lie cheerfully under¬ 
took its revision. Happily, he was able to accom¬ 
plish his task, as the corrections and alterations he 
has made are valuable and important. Little, 
however, did his strenjjth permit him to do beyond 
^this ; for shortly after he had placetl the copy in 
the hands of the writer of this notice, for the pur- 
]>ose of publication, be was seized with a painful 
and lingering complaint. But so intently was. 
his mind set upon this work, and so desirous 
that it should be free from errors, that he would 
not intrust to oilier hands its superintendence 
through the Press, but revised the proof-sheets 
himself at intervals during his illness. Having, 
after a great effort, accomplished this, he carefully 
enclosed them, and wrote on the envelope cor¬ 
rected and finished,” as^ if conscious that this 
would be the last of his literary labours; and, 
probably, in allusion to tlie words of his divina 
Master when on the cross, whose siifFe’^ino'^ and 
death he had so faithfully and graphically pour- 
trayed. 

Nor were Mr. Sillery’s apprehensions ill-founded, 
for, a few days afterwards, his illness terminated 
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fatally. This painful event ocrurred at his family re¬ 
sidence, Edinburgh, on the 1 Gth of April, in the oOth 
year of his age. It is, liowevc^^ a gratifying reflection 
to know, that thougli cut off in the very prime of 
manhood, and in the vigourof his intellectual powers, 
that hewas not unprepared forthe messenger of death. 
Tie was a sincere and firm believer in tlie Scrip¬ 
tures, enjoying tlnfir consolations in his own soul, 
and exemplifying in an eminent degree their precepts 
in his life : in his intercourse with society, he was 
upright, honourable, and liberal; and ever evinced 
the most benevolent Jesire to advance the best 
interests of his fellow-creatures. His piety was 
genuine, but not ostentatious : he cherished a 
true devotedness to God, and love to his Saviour, 
with the most lofty aud heart-cheering ideas of 
their character, as evinced in the following beautiful 
poem, entitled “ Blessed be Thy Name for ever.” 

!. 

God of goodness ! God of grace • 

Oh !j»wha4 bliss from thee w© gatlier ! 

, O'od of all the worlds in sjiace ! 

Living—everlasting Father ’ 

God of glory ! God of nature ! 

Of all good, the God and giver ' 

God of every living creature,— 

Blessed be thy name for ever! 



li. 

Jiy tin- Saviour of my soul—- 

By liis cross—Iv^ blood—his sorrow . 
Still unthmigcd as s(‘asons roll:— 

Tho saiuo to day—tho same lo-morrow ! 
Hy the everlasliitg hoHU‘, 

^^dJ('r<^ we moot, no more to sever — 
lly the life and liglit to ooiue .— 
lUessod he thy name for ever ' 

111 . 

Suns that rise hi clouded ^dory— 

.Moons that roll in boundless space— 
Mountains inigbty—forests hoaiy— 
ll(‘rbs and llowers ui every jdac*'— 

Seas from roch to rock rebounding— 
[lightnings from th(' tempest’s quivcT— 
Winds and watew wild resounding ;— 
illess 1ms holy name for ever ! 

All my prosjiects, plans, and ploasuies , 

Wealth genius—fnilJi and worth— 

u I’ 

All my glowing bosom treasures;— 
lUess tlie God of heaven and oiirtli ’ 

All my* soul—my strength—my mind— 
All my hopes, with ono endeavour j 
Panting—burning—calmed—combined— 
TUess his holv uaine for ever ' 



Fn tljo lieaven of lioaT'ons on ^ 

In iho rtirtli—the sna—the river , 

In the starry-sjjiin^led sk} ;— 
lUessocl F)0 thy natne for ever! 

Blessed!” shont with one accord j 
Shout triunipiiant—ceasing never, 

“ Holy !—-iiaoly I—holy l.ord ! 

Blessed bo thy name lor ever ! ’ 

While, therefore, the friends of religion may 
mourn for tlic loss of a faithful labourer in the cause 
of.truth, they mourn not as those who have no hope : 
having ‘‘ walked with God” on earth, he has gone 
to enter into the enjoyment of the beatific vision 
above. “ Blessed are tiie dead who die in the Lord ; 
for they rest from their labours, and their works do 
follow them.” 

As a writer, Mr Sillery occupies an eminent 
station amongst his contemporaries. His pro- 
ductions display talents of ^o ordinary character, a 
sound judgment, a correct taste, and extensive 
reading. His Man of Sorrows,” though un- 
ostentatio,us in its pretensions, is admirably adapted 
for the instruction and improvement of youth, for 
vt^hom the Author especially inte nded it; and even 
the advanced Christian will not fail to derive 
advantage from its pages. It is written in an in- 



lerestin^ style, breathing a benevolent and af- • 
lectionatc spirit, and presents to the reader un¬ 
questionable evidence that the writer himself 
was deeply impressed with the interesting and 
important nature of his subject. To adopt his 
own words, when describing the work of another 
author, he “ unites most beautifully the dig¬ 
nity of truth, with the'^earnestness of persuasion, 

' and preserves chroughout, the character of one 
whose own faith is firmly cstablislicd, and wdio is 
solicitous to brinji: otheis into tlie same conditio.n.” 
In it he has judiciously arranged the accounts 
given by the four Evangelists of the sufferings and 
death of the Saviour, so as to form a connected 
and (‘Oiitinuous narrative, and thereby has not only 
illustrated the fulfilment of those prophecies that 
were delivered beforehand concerning Him, but 
entirely removed the apparent discrepancies that 
occur to the youthful^mind wiien perusing sepa¬ 
rately the respective histories of the four Evange¬ 
lists. He has also from the simple narrativ/>.,of 
the Sacred Writers, successfully shown jhe nature 
,3nd design of the Siiflerings and Death of the 
‘ Man of Sorrows:.;’—that they were not those *of 
a mere man, however good or benevolent; but 
were strictly vicarious in tlieir nature, and de- 
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signed for tlie salvation of all who nni^ht believr 
in His name ; that lie boic our sins and carried our 
sorrows ; that for us lie was stricken of God and 
afllicted ; that lie bore our ?ins in his own body 
on the tree, and by Ilis stripes we are licalcd :— 
til at 

“ Ilo wejit, tiuit we inij,^ht smile ; 

Ilo bled, tliui 1*0 never die.” 

“ Therefore as by the ofiVnee oT one judgmrnt 
came upon all men to coiidenination ; even so by 
Uk -fj’hteousness of one the free g-ift came upon all 
r cn unto justification uf life. For as by one man’s 
(li3obediv.Jicc man ;re made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one ‘^hal' many be made ngb.^isjus.” 
Kercc, in accordance v ah this alJ-imurntant fact, 
is *iie anthem of the redeemed in hea; eu Unto 
Him that *oved us, and washed us fV n our sins 
in His own blood, and made us kings and priests 
unto God; to Him be gloPy, and dominion, and 
power, for ever and ever. Ameii.'' 

Thus has our esteemed Author furnished a most 
valuable manual for youth, calculated to inform 
tljeir understanding, strengthen^their faith, and 
imbue their minds with a suitable love towards 
Him who so loved them as to give Himself for them ; 

b 



and thus, “ though dead, he yet speaketh.” And 
that he may continue, through this little Volume, 
to instruct youth in the things which concern their 
best interests, till lift who was once the “ Man of 
Sorrows” shall come again as the Lord from heaven, 
to be glorified in his saints, and admired in all 
them that believe,” is the fervent wish of the 
Writer. 

* 


August, ICSt). 



PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


1 HAVE often wished that such a treatise as the 

« 

following; had hdlen into niy hands at the com- 
nienccmciit of my iinjuiries regarding the sufferings 
of*“ tlie Lord of Glory/’ 

The impressions of our youth arc generally deep 
and lasting it is then that the young heart— 
whicdi hath not yet been schooled in the wickedness 
of the world—is more sensitive and alive to the 
sufferings and sorrows of its fellow-creatures; 
and, as the imagination is then easily affected, and 
vividly brought into activity, giving a colouring to 
all the associations of our after days,—there is no 

^Tis grantei^ aiic^no ]>lainer tnitli apiioars, 

Our most important aro our earliest years j 
The mind, impressible and soft, with ease 
Imbibes and copies what she hears and sees. 

And through lifers labyrinth holife fast the clue 
That education gives her, false or true» 


CoWPEft. 
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rUELlMINARy ORSER VAl’lONS. 


poiiod oi our oxistunce when the contemplation 
ol the suffering's of the Man of Sorrows/’ tends 
more to interest, affect, and purify the heart; and 
to humble—Oh, Goefof love! the proud spirit of 
man,— 

"Not 111 his innocence to trust, 

But, how before "iliee in the dust 
And throuj;h his f^uviour’vS Idovid ulone, 

To look for mercy at 'I’hy throne." 

To the young, therefore, this volume is especially 
dedicated : and although the intelligent reader will 
perceive that my plan has not hitherto f)oen anti¬ 
cipated, 1 resign all claim of originality to those 
good and gifted individuals who Jiave long trodden 
the hallowed path before me. 

" Tim. trium])hs of Ji dying Saviour’s love, 

'I'he mysteries of redemjition’s glorious plan. 

Are ever now to seraph hosts above j 

Shall they bo loss to lidlen and guilty man I" 

Much, indeed, hath been written on the subject 
of our Saviour’s sufferings, but those works which 
have come under mv observation, have either been 
too voluminous and expensive for common use, or* 
too slight and superficial to answer the end which 
I had proposed : while, on the other hand, the an- 



PRELIMINAHY OllSKK V ATIONS. 


XV11 


notations attached to the Scriptures arc scattered 
and unconnected; and the various sermons, con¬ 
stantly issuing from the press, are more “ redections 
arising from the subject,'' than a dissertation on the 
actual sufferings themselves. 

J now commit this humble performance to the 
patronage of the God of Truth, and to the impartial 
consideration of those who desire to know nothing 
“ save Jesus Christ, and liim crucified.” 

illessed is the man who hath the Lord of Glory 
for his friend ! and blessed is he, who humblcth 
hm spirit, that the Spirit of God may dwell within 
him !* 

Blessed is the man who overeoineth the world ; 
and blessed is he wlio hath the hope of everlasting 
life—“ the witness in himself!”—for “ this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 
(John xvii, 3.) ^ 

“ It might seem at first sight”—says the Rev. S. 
Carr—as if the Apostle had resolved on a limited 
range of subjects, IVhen he rejected from his minis¬ 
try every tiling ‘ save Jesus Christ, and him cru- 

* " If thou shaft confess with tlij *1000111 the l.ord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in tlnine heart that God liath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved.'*—Rotuuus x. 9. 

1 ) 3 
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PIIELIMINAUV UBSERVATIONS- 


(‘ified but, in fact, the doctrine of the cross, like a 
golden thread, runs through the whole line of Sen ip 
turc truth. In llie cross of Christ we behold inairs 
lost and hel[>less state; ‘ If one died for all, then 
were all dead." In the cross of Christ we disco- 
vci the doctrine of justification by faith ! * As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoso¬ 
ever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.’ In the cross of (Christ we sec 
tlie dutiful necessity for good works; ‘ He gave 
himself for us, that lie miglit redeem ns from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
peo})le, y,<‘alous of good works.* In Christ crucified 
wm see an example to the Christian, teaching us, 
‘ to be crucified to the world, and to be wiliine: 
to lay dowm our lives for the brethren.’*^ In 

Thomas a Kempis saj'^s,—“ In (tio cross is life, in the cioss 
is health, m the cross is protection fiom every eneniv ; from 
the cross are deriveit In'iivonly meekness, true foitituile, the 
joys ol‘ the Sjniit, the coiuioest of self, the perfection of 
Indiness * 

There is no redemption, no foundation for the ho]»e of 
divine life, but in the cross. Take u]) tliy cross, tliernfore, 
and follow Jesus in the path that leads to everhisliu}; peace. 
He hath gone before, 'oeariug that cross uj)on winch he dieu 
for thee ; that tliou mightejst follow, jiatientlv hearing thine 
own cross, and upon tlmt die to thyself fur him: and if ive 
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Christ crucified, we find the motive to every good 
word and work ; for wlien the Apostle would urge 
his bietliren by the most influential of all conside¬ 
rations, to dedicate themselves to the service of 
(xod, he refers to the cross of Christ, and says, 
‘ Ye arc not your own, for ye are bought with a 
pi ice, therefore glorify (xod in your bodies and in 
your spirits, which are Ims.’ A crucified Saviour, 
then, is to be the theme of our miijiistrations, if we 
would preach *■ as of the oracles of God;' whether 
we seek to convert the sinner, to reclaim the wan¬ 
derer, to comfort the afflicted, or to edify the be¬ 
liever, A crucified Saviour must be our theme, if 
we would desire hereafter * to give up our account 
with joy, and not with grief.’ ” 

To Jesus Christ, and him crucified," tlierefore, 
let us turn:—to tlie everlasting Rock of ages" 
—to tile “ only begotten of the Father/’—to tlie 
Lamb of God,"—whose blood speaks peace and 
reconciliation ; (Col. i. 20.) purchase (Acts xx. 28.) 
and redemption; (1 Pet. i. 18, 19.) remission, 
(HelL ix. 22.) Ifflcrfy, (Heb. x. 13.) and justifica¬ 
tion ; (Rom. V. 9.) cleansing from all sin, (1 John 


(We vvith him, we shaU also live with Jrim ; * If w*e are jiar- 
takers of his sufferini^s, w'e shall be imrtakers also of his 
jjlory.’ ” 
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i. 7.) and purfring from all dead works, to serve the 
livinj^ God ! (Heb, ix. 1 3, 14.) 

Yc that dwell in the uttermost parts of* the earth, 
look upon him and btve! (John iii. 14, 15.) Look 
upon him, O njan ! who went through all thy temp¬ 
tations, and all thy dejections,—all thy sorrows, 
and desertions, and rejections! (Matt. iv. 3 to 12, 
and xxvi. Mark xv-34. Jaike xxii.44. Matt. xxvi. 
38.) Look upon tlie Lord of Glory bleeding and 
dying for thee upon the cross! Lehold the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the 
world !” 
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SECOND EDITION. 


Tiiur.r. years have {):isse<l away since the first edition of 
this Disconrse was picseiited to the public : since that 
(iiTic J have had much occasion bless (lod, that, through 
his grace, 1 have been led to ponder fretpienlly and fer¬ 
vently upon the important truths contained in tins volume. 
If tlie angels of (lod ucsiic* to look into the mysteries of 
ledernption, no vronder that the more 1 have contemplated 
this awful and glorious revelatkm, the more 1 liave been 
amazed, astonished, and confounded 1 With a delight 
whicli 1 never experienced in the comi'iosition of any work 
before,* I have pro^eedl?d in my labours with the pri'sent 
—stimulated to exertion by the favourable reception which 
the former edition has met with in all parts of the I’nited 
KHigdora—with the distinguished patr^nage whicli it has 
received—and the honourable testimonials borne towards 
it by the British press. 
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PREFACE TO TJIE SECOND EDITION. 


“ The Man of Sorrows,” has been added to the title- 
page of the present edition; which, in revising, correcting, 
and enlarging, has been so mucli altered and augmented, 
as almost to appear an entirely new publication. 

The events, as they are recorded by the four Evangelists 
I have inseited in their order, to tlie best of my ability; 
and where I conceived the simplicity, the })Owcr, and the 
pathos of Scripture were most efieetive, I have illustrated 
the narrative with passages fVoin IfolyM’rit. 

One short notice selected from one of the many Re¬ 
views with which my little woik has been honoured, will 
further elucidate the nature and character ol th volume, 
and render it unnecessary for me to add an^ tiling luiiher 
on the subject. 

This is a bttle volaiue laying idaiin (u no originality, ex- 
that of a very asedul design — namely, to form a ronnocted 
vh'AV o. the niosl useful and deoj)ly mterosiing period of our 
Lo I sj’j-history—his i mu is of aggravated angeislu Minutely 
tracing tin' sinless Sutlbrcr from the (iardeii of Getbsnmarie 
tf) the cross of Calvaryanil dwelling upon the latter ago¬ 
nizing scene, 1ht‘. author sujiplies from the varied sources of 
nntn]uitv the additional circ'amstances of ignominy and suffer¬ 
ing which are implied, hut not expressly recorded or explained, 
in the (iospel narrative. The impreBsion whicli such a con¬ 
centration is cuIculaU'd to niake, t:id especially upon the 
minds of youth (for whom it is chiefly intended) may bo esti* 
mated fiom the interest, th(‘ untiring interest witJi wdiicli this 
part of the sacred records is attended to, even as represented 


* Now', from bis last supper to the tomb. 
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bv a single Evang'olist. What must he the effort of the com- 
htned accounts of all llir Evan 5 >'elists elucidated hy tlic do- 
mjii'ns of J’rovidonce, and the customary punishments of the 
time, hy ivhich man inf ended to exlabit the deadliest hatred 
towards th(» Lord of ' Nor dtu's the author suffer the 
v^aluahle tendency of this treatise to bo perverted into nic're 
sympathy—or, if this he the course in which our affections 
naturaUij move at such a desctiption, hy practically applyinij 
our Lord's lemh r admonition, Weep not for mo, woej) for 
yourselves,"—ho turns aside oui^&orrow to the eause of hissuf- 
Icriny, and endeavours to suhstituttj a inpro useful foelinjj— 
tli.it 1 .1 iseif-concern—and thu'. in lan^uajio which, wdiether it 
IS moie distnntnislied hy intrinsic beauty, or hy the sjiirit ot 
piety nJiicii pervades it, wo loav* the reader to decide.”—^ 

Uuhiiu (httvprsiiy Magazine, 




THE MAN OF SORROWS. 


The truly great become more illustrious by ad¬ 
versity ; without adversity, something is wanting 
in their character, in order to render then^ exam¬ 
ples of patience and fortitude, wisdom and holi¬ 
ness, long-suffering and humility. * 

Sorrow seems to be the soil in which true wis¬ 
dom most delights to flourish. Hence we find 
that all the greatest, thSlt is, that all the best of 
men, have been born in tribulation and nougshed 
in adversity. '^^^hom the I-ord loveth he correct- 


If misfortune comes, she brings along 
The bravest virtues. And s®manj great 
Illustrious spirits have conversed with woe,— 
Have in her school been taught, as are enough 
To consecrate distresfo.” Thomson. 
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THE MAN OF SORKOWS- 

etli, even as a father the son in whom he delight- 
eth,”* “ For what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not?^’t t 

Now, since “ the Lord knoweth the thoughts of 
the wise, that they are vain since ‘‘ the wisdom 
of this world is foolishness with God;”§ since “ the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge 
no man can be called a wise man who possesses 
not the inestimable wisdom that is from above,” 
“ more precious than rubies, the merchandise of 
silver, or the gain of line gold which is '' first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be en¬ 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy.”** 

Biu the same book of the sacred writings which 
informs us, that, in much wisdom is much grief; 
and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sor¬ 
row,”! f also tells us, that “ it is better to go to the 

* Proverbs iii. 12. 

t Hebrews xii, 7 . 

t 1 Cor. iii. 20, and Psalm xciv. IJ. ^ 

§ 1 Cor. iii. 10, and Job v. xiii. 

}| Proverbs i, 7, and ix. 10. Job xxviii. 28. Psalm cxi. 10. 

Proverbs iii. 11,15 ; viii. 11,19, andxvi. 16. Jobxxviii, 
13, ficc. Psalm xix. 10, and cxix. 72, 127. 

** Janies iii. 17. See also 1 Cor. ii. 6, 7, Philipp iv, 8. 
Hob. xii. 14. Gal. v. 22. 

i t Keel, i, 18 . 
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house of luourning than to go to the house of feast¬ 
ing;” that sorrow is better than laughter;” and, 
that “ the heart of the wise is yi the house of mourn¬ 
ing, but the heart of fools in the house of mirth.”* 
Accordingly, we find that as soon as the Apostles, 
who spoke the wisdom ofGod,”f began to preach 
the Gospel of their blessed Redeemer and his resur¬ 
rection, their sorrows and sulferings commenced : 
the Jewish rulers, in defiance of conviction, laid 
hold on them ; and having confined and scourged 
th^m, strictly prohibited their speaking any more 
in the name of the Lord desns Christ.t J'hen 

* Eccl. vii. 2, :j, 
t 1 Cor. ii. 7, 

} “ But 'vJuui thoy irjul rommandod tliem to g'o atsicie out of 
the council, they conferred anion|j^ themsel\res, saying, what 
shall we do to tJiese *nen fci that intieed a iiotalde miracle 
hath been done by tliem is maiiifost to all thorn tJiat dwell in 
Jerusalem; and we cannot denj it, Bui that it spread no 
farther among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that 
they fipeaV henceforth to no man in this name,” Acts iv. Ih, 
lb, 17. ^ 

“ And whenthfy bail called the Apostles, and beaten them, 
they commanded that they should not speak in tlio name of 
Jesus, and let tliem go.” Acts v. 40. 

•This evinced a consciousness, on the part of the Jewish 
rulers, that they were unable to support their cause by the 
fair exertion of reason; as they would not, in that case, have 
had recourse to the interposition of brutal force. 
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Tllli MAN OF SORROWS. 


Stephen was murdered,^ shortly afterwards James 
beheaded ;t and the rest of the disciples were scat¬ 
tered abroad into strange cities,]: where they suf¬ 
fered all manner of persecutions. 13y one sort of 
people, insulted as fools and madmen ; by another 
treated witli the most savage cruelty, as blasphemers 
of tlie gods, as seducers of the people, and as dis¬ 
turbers of tlie public peace.§ Indeed they assure 


* “ And stoned Stt*j)lien, calling upon God and saving. 
Lord Jesus receive my spiiit. And lie kneeled down, and 
cried with a loud voice, l^ird lay not this sin to their charge. 
And when ho said this, he fell asleej).” Acts vii. 59, tiO. 

t “ Aow about this tune, Herod the king stretched forth bis 
hands ve'c ceitain of the church, and he killed James, the 
brotijer of John, with the sword. And because be saw it 
pleased the .lews, ho proceeded further to take Peter also.'* 
Acts xii. 1, d. 

t And at that time there was a great persecution against the 
church which w'as at Jornsalern : and they w'oro all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, exce])! 
the Apostles.’' Acts viii. 1. 

“ j\’(nv they which were scattered abroad, upon the jiersecu- 
tion that arose about Stephen, travelled as f"r as Pbeiiice, and 
Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto 
the Jews only.” Acts xi. 19 . 

^ Compare Acts v. dO ; vii. 57, 58j vhi, 1 ^ ix. 1, 2 j xxvi. 
10, 11; ix. 25, 24; Xii. 1—1; xiii. .50; xiv, 5, 19; xvi, 
19 — 24; xviii. 12, 18; xx. 3, xxi. 27, 28; xxii. 22; 
xxxiii, 14—wliicli all relate to the persecutions of the Chris¬ 
tians. 
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US that their Lord had often warned them of this 
that they themselves expected it,t and thought it 
necessary to admonish their followers to look fur 
the same treatment also ;X encouraging each other 
to resist even to blood.§ And their converts were 
so thoroughly satisfied with the evidence which they 
gave of their mission, that they encountered all man¬ 
ner of persecutions, and cheerfully ventured estate 
liberty, and life itself, on the trutirof the facts they 

• Matt. X, 16 — 25. (xxiii. 34, ^^Beliold 1 send unto you 
prophets, and wise men, and scribes, and some of them ye 
shall kill and crucify j and some of them shall ye scourge in 
your synagogues, and persecuto them from city to city.”) 
Mark x. 29, 30,39. Luke xiv. 27 ; xxi, 12,17. John»xv, VO 
21 ; XVI. 2—33; xx. 18, 19. Acts ix. 1(5. 

t ** And now behold J go bound in the spirit unto Jeiusa- 
lem, not knowing the things that shall befall me tliere: save 
that the Holy (ihost wiOiosseth in every city, saying, that 
bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these things 
move me, neither count I my lifg dear unto myself, so that I 
might finish my course witli joy, and the ministry which 1 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God.” ^cls xx. 22, 23, 24 ; xxi. 13. 1 Cor. iv. 9. 

2Cor. xii. 10. 1 Thess. ill. 3,4. 2'J'im. iv.6. 

t We must through much tribulation enter into tlie king- 
dom of God.” Actsxiv.22. “ Yea, and all that w ill live godly 
ili Chiist Jesus shall suffer persecutioi.” 2 Tim. lii. 12, luic. 
iv. 5. James r. 10, 11. 1 Peter ii. 20, 21; iv. 1, 12—1 
and V. 9. 

^ Hebrew's xii. 1. 
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asserted ; as plainly appears from many passages 
in the Epistles; which never would have been 
written, if tliese first .Clirisliaiis had not been in a 
persecuted condition.* Time and space would fail 
me were 1 to attempt particularizing how these un¬ 
righteous methods were pursued in succeeding 
ages, and distant countries. The savage cruelties 
of Nero to those innocent and holv men were such, 
as raised the pity even of their enemies, f Yet, 

* *' As it is written, for thy sake we are killed all the <}ay 
long, we are accounted as sK» ep for the slaughter.” Horn* 
viii. 56. Compare 1 Cor. iv.ll~-15 ; xv. mO —Si:'. 2 Cnr. i. 

8 , 9 j iv, 8—1 I j vi. 4, 5, 9 ; xr.i?3—\i7. Gal. vi. J 7, I’liilip. 
i. 28- 50. 1 Thrss. i. 6 ; ii. 14, lir. 2 Tliess. i. 4— 7. is! Tirn, 

1.8 ; ri, 1 , 9 , 12,13; iii. 11 , 12 . Keb. x.52—31. James li. 
6 , 10 , 11 , 1 IVter li. 19, 20 , iu.l4— 17; iv.l. 12—16. 

Ilev. ii. 10 . 15. 

t I shall hero insert a quot.ition from Tacitus, well known 
to overy scholar. The passage was written about seventy 
years after Christ’s death, and lelulos to transactions which 
took place about thirty years after that event.--Speaking of 
the hre w’hich happened at Rome in the time of I'Jero, and of 
the suspicions >vhich were entertaini'd that lln‘ emperor him¬ 
self w as con(‘crnod in causing it, the hJslonau proceeds in his 
narrative and observations thus; 

“ But neither these exertions, nor his largesses to the peo¬ 
ple, nor hia offoiings ^) the gods.Mul away the infjimous itt - 
putation under which Nero lay, of having ordered the city to 
h© set on fro. To put an end, tberofore to this report, he 
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amidst all these persecutions, so great was the 
number of those, wlio were proselyted to Christi- 

laid th(^ and inflicted the most cruel punishments upon a 

set of })eople, who were holden in iihhoireiice for their crimes^ 
and called by the vulj^ar, ('hnstitins. dho founder of that 
name was tdirist, who suflered death in tlie reign of 'I'lbeiius, 
nndei his proeuiator I’ontuis I’ijato. Tliis jiernicious super¬ 
stition, thus cheeked for a while, broke out again, and sjiread 
not ordy over Judea, where the evil originated, but through 
Rome also, whither every tiling had upon the earth hiids its 
way, and is practised. Some, who confessed their sect, were 
liriit seized, and afterwards, hy tlioir luforuiation, a vast mul¬ 
titude were apprehended, who w ere convicted, not so much of 
tne crime of burning Rome as of hatred to mankind, d'heir 
sufferings at their execnition were aggravated hy insult and 
mockerj’; for, some were disguised in the skins of nild 
beasts, and worried to death by dogs; some W’tne crucified; 
and others were wrapjied in pitclied shiits and set on fire when 
tJie day- closed, that tli'^y might serve as ligiits to illuminate 
the night. JNcro lent his own gardens for these executions, 
and exhibited, at the same tinio, a mock (hreensiau entertain¬ 
ment ; being a spectator of the ^hoie, in the dress of a cha¬ 
rioteer, sometimes mingling with the crowd on foot, and 
sometimes viewing the spectacle fioin his cur. This conduct 
made the sufferori^pitivi; and though they wc'n' criminals, 
and deserving the severest punishments, yet they were consi¬ 
dered as sacrificed, not so much out of regard to the public 
go^d, as to gratify the cruelty of one man.*’ 

Juvenal, a writer of the same age* and intending, it 
should seem, to commemorate the cruelties exercised under 
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ariity by the preaching of the Apostles, that not 
only myriads of believing Jews assembled at the 

-Nero’s government, hns'the following lines, (Satire i. ver. 

155.) 

Pone I'igellinnm, tieda lucebis in ilia 
(^uii stantes ardent, qui lixo gutture fumant, 

Et latum media sulcurn deducit arena. 

“ Describe Tigellinus (a o-eature of Nero,) and you shall 
suflVr the same punishment with those who stand burning in 
their own flame and smoke; their head being held up by a 
stake fixed to their chin, till they make a long stream of blood 
and mtilted sulphur on the ground.” 

In tlie well-known letter written by the Cdiurch of Smyrna 
soon after the death of Polycar]), who, it will ho remembered, 
had lived w'ith Saint .1 ohn j and which letter is entitled, A 
Relation of that Rishop^s Martyrdom. — Speaking of the 
Martyrs, they say:— 

Who can clioose but admire the greatness of their minds, 
and tliat admirable patience and love of their Master, which 
then appealed in them ! Who, wlien they were so flayed with 
whipping, that the frame and structure of their bodies were 
laid open to their very inward veins and arteries, nevertheless 
endured it. lii like manridr, those who were condemned to 
the beasts, and kept a long time in prison, underwent many 
cruel torments, being forced to lie upon sharp S]>ikcs laid 
under their bodies, and tormented wkb divers other sorts of 
punishments; that so, if it wore possible, the tyrant, by the 
length of their sutFerings, might have brought them to denv 
Christ,’* (Rel. Mor. J'ol. c. ii.) ** I'liese miserable men h»we 
no donbf hut they shall be immortal and live forever; therefore 
they contemn death, and many surrender themselves to suffer- 
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Feast of Pentecost;* but there were congrega¬ 
tions of Christians in ]lorne, Corinth, Ephesus, 
Colosse, Thessalonica, Philippa, Laodicea,! Smyr¬ 
na, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia,t 
Crete,§ Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, Bi- 

J\1 ore(j\ or, their first l«iv\ giver lifts taught them that they 
are fill brethren, when once they have turned and renounced 
the gods of iJie (Ireehs, and w'orship this Master of theirs W’ho 
was CT ucified, and engage to live according*to his law^s. They 
have also a sovereign contempt for all the things of this world, 
and look upon them as common.” That is, unJiaLloned, as in 
1 Sgrii. xxi !■, or unclean, as in Acts xi.9. Lucian do Morte 
PeregTini, t. i. p. !)65. ed. Gra;v. (Xhiley’s Evidences of 
Chiistianity.—Tacitus'Annals, EooX xv. sect. Xl.) 

Suotomus, 111 his Memoir of Nero (Ncr. xvi.) asserts the 
same fact. I’liiw, who w;is employed hy Trajan to prdSsecute 
the Christians, in liih celebrated letter to that t'mperor, 
(E]iist. X. 97.) states, that “many of both sexes, and of 
every ago and rank, wi re infected with this si(/>erstttioH (as 
he thinks fit to term ii) -, <ind that il had penetrated the 
villages, as well as the cities.” Marcus Antoninus, who 
wrote a lew years after Pliny, Rienlioiis the Christians as 
“ examples pf a resolute and obstinate contempt of death 
and it is generally supposed that they were the Galileans re¬ 
corded hy EpjctetifS, a% “ taught hy practice to despise the 
rage of their armed enemies.” (Ner. iv. 7.) It is incontio- 
vertible, theiefore, that there were vast numbers of Chtistiaiis, 
so<j|:i after .Jesus of Nazareth is said to have appealed upon 
earth, who chose to endure the greatest extiemities rather 
than abandon the religion which he had inculcated. 

• Acts xxi. 20. t Col, iv. 16, 

J Rev. n. and in. 'S 'I'itus i. 6. 
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thynia,’*" and many other places, to whom the 
epistles were written, and who, despite of all pains 
and persecutions, embraced the gospel as a faithful 
saying, and as well worthy of all acceptation.f 
The venerable Dr. Doddridge, in his “ Evidences 
of Christianity,” observes, that the Cospel met 
with so favourable a reception in the world, as evi¬ 
dently proved that its first publishers were capable 
of producing such evidence of its truth, as an im¬ 
posture could not admit.” He then goes on to 
state, that, considering the circumstances of the 
case, it is amazing that even truth itself, under so 
many disadvantages, should have so illustrious a 
triumph; and that its wonderful success docs evi¬ 
dently argue such an extraordinary interposition 
of God in its favour, as may justly be called a 
miraculous attestation to it. There was not only 
one of a family, or two of a city taken, and brought 
to Zion, I but so did the Lord hasten it, in its ap¬ 
pointed time, that a little one became a thousand, 
and a small one a strong nation,And as the 
. Apostles themselves were honoured with very re¬ 
markable success, their followers increased so much 


* 1 Peter i. 1. 

^ Jeremiah iii. IJ. 


t 1 Tim. i. 
^ Isaiah lx. 
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in the next age, that Pliny testifies “ he found ilie 
heathen temples in Achaia almost deserted and 
Tertullian afterwards boasts, “ that all places but 
those temples, were filled with Christians; so that 
were they only to withdraw, cities and provinces 
would be depopulated.Nor did the Gospel 
only triumph thus within, the boundaries of the 
Roman empire; for long before^ Tertullian was 
born, Justin Martyr, in his dialogue with Trypho 
the Jew, which seems to have been written not 
muqh above a hundred years after Christ’s death, 

declares that there was no nation of men, whether 

0 

Greeks or barbarians, not excepting those savages 
that wandered in clans from one region to another, 
and had no fixed habitation, who had not learned 
to offer prayers and tlianksgivings to the Father 
and Maker of all, in the name of Jesus who was 
crucified;”! and this amid^all the extraordinary 
persecution which prevailed from the very infancy 
of Christianity! 

As to their divine? Master, the Apostles scruple 
not to own, that his country was infamous, — 

* Seo Pliny’s Letters. Letter X. p. 97. 

t Tertullian’s Apology, cimp. xxxvii. 

J Vide Justin Martyr's Apology, p. SBfl, in Thirlbius’ 
Edition, 
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“ Philip finilelh Nathanael, and saith unto him, 

We have found him of whom Moses in the law and 

the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son 

of Joseph, ^nd Nathanael said unto him, Can 

% 

any good thing come out of Nazareth ? Philip 
said unto him, Come and see.’"'*^ Thatliis birth and 
education were mean, And she brought forth her 
first-born son ^ and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn.’’t And when 
he was come into his own country, he taught tlicm 
in their synagogue, insomuch that they were as¬ 
tonished, and said, Whence hath this man this 
wisdom, and tliese mighty works ? Is not this the 
carpenter's son ? Is not his mother called Mary ? 
and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, 
and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all with 


* Johni. 45, 46. and \ii. 52. Naihanaol, though a Galilean, 
had so had an opinion of Nazareth, that he could not think it 
likely so great n blessing, or indeed^ auy good thing,” could 
arise from that wicked place, 'fhis opinion as to the general 
character of the Nazaroues, seems to have been well founded ; 
but it w'as going too far, to suppose that “no good thing” 
could thence ans^. Philip, however, very prudently' en¬ 
treated him to go w'ith him, and judge for himself ; and Na¬ 
thanael being a candid, pious man, readily complied, 
t Luke ii. 7, 
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. US ? Whence then hath this man all these things ? 
And they were offended in him.’** That his life 
was indigent, “ The foxes have holes, and the birds 
of the air have nests ; but the Son of Man liath 
not wlicre to lay his head/*f- They further ac¬ 
knowledge, that he was most disdainfully rejected 
by the! rulers, “ Have anyjof the rulers : or of the 
Pharisees, believed on him V'l But we speak 
the wisdom of God in a mystery, o;ven the hidden 
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto 
our.glory ; which none of the princes of this world 
knew; for had they known it, they would not have 
crucified the f.ord of glory.”§ That he was even 
accused of Sabbath breaking ; ** The man dep&rted 
and told the Jews that it was Jesus which had 
made him whole. And therefore did the Jews per¬ 
secute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he 
had done these things on the Sabbath-day,**|| 
Therefore, said some of the Pharisees, This man 
is not of God, because he keepeth not the Sabbath- 
day.”** Accust;d ftf blasphemy : “ And behold 


* Matt, xiii. 54,—57, and Mark vi. 3, 
t Matt, viii, 20, and Luke viii. 3. * 

t John vii. 48. 

$ 1 Cor. ii. 7, 8. 

II John w 15, 10. ** John ix. 16, 


C 



14 


THE WAN OF SORROWS- 


certain of the Scribes said within themselves, This * 
man blasphemeth/'*'' “ Then the High Priest rent 
his clothes, saying, he hath spoken blasphemy; 
what further need have we of witnesses ? Behold 
now ye have heard his blasphemy.And accused 
of sedition : And they began to accuse him, say¬ 
ing, We found this feljow perverting the nation, 
and forbidding to give tribute to Cesar, saying, 
that he himself is Christ a king.”j Moreover, that 
he was reviled by the populace, as a debauchee: 
“ The Son of Man came eating and drinking,,and 
they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a wine- 
bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners.As a 
lunatic : “ And many of them said he hath a devil, 
ami is mad ; why hear ye him ?”|| And, as a de¬ 
moniac ; **The people answered and said. Thou 
hast a devil, who goeth about to kill thee/**"' Say 
we not well, that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a 
devil ?”ff And, finally, that by the united rage of 
both rulers and people, he was publicly executed 
as the vilest of malefactors,* with all imaginable 

♦ Matt, ix. 3. 

t Malt, xxvi, 65, and John x. 31—36. 

9 ... * 

Liikexxiii. 2, and .ToLn xix. 12- 

$Matt. xi. 19. Luke vii. 31. 

|{ John X. 20. 

•* John vii. 20, ft John nii. 43. 
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• circumstances of ignominy, scorn, and abhorrence 
nor do they scruple to own, that terror and distress 
of spirit into which he was thrown by his suffer¬ 
ings, which induced him to say to Peter and the 
other disciples who accompanied him, “ My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.”f And to 
pray, saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove 
this cup from me,” when there appeared an angel 
from heaven strengthening him in his agony ; and 
when his sweat was, as it were, great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground4 13ut above all, 
the agony he endured during his crucifixion, wlien 
he cried with a loud voice, My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?”§ • 

It is not ray intention to e^ter into any detail re¬ 
garding the history and ministry of our blessed 
Redeemer, Much labour has been bestowed in this 
way, from the days of Tatian, in the second century, 
to our own times; but it fnust be admitted, after 
all the trials that have been made, that the inspired 

* Matt, xxvii, 32— %‘i:. The Jews, in some of their earliest 
subsequent writings, call Jesus “ the man who was hanged j** 
and the heathen, Lucian, rallies the Christians for having de¬ 
serted tlic pompous train of the Pagnn deities to worship 
One, whom he impiously derides as “a crucified impostor.” 
t Matt. xxvi. 38. 
t Luke xxii. 41—44. 


^ § Matt, xxvii. 46. 
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writers did not furnisli adequate materials for com¬ 
pleting a regular liistory ot“ Jesus Christ: the facts 
which they recorded were only few, when compared 
with lliose which they omitted. Saint John says, 

There are also many other tilings which Jesus 
did, the which, if they should be written every one, 
1 suppose that even the world itself could not con¬ 
tain the books that should be written.''*^ Besides 
this, they left no sure indication regarding the pre¬ 
cise dates of the facts which they mentioned,— 
their true order cannot be ascertained with any 
certainty,—there aie many large chasms in their 
narratives which cannot now be filled up,—and the 
number of years througli which the personal mi¬ 
nistry of our Lord extended has even been left dis¬ 
putable. What undertaking, then, could be more 
hopeless than the business of arranging such scanty 
memorials in the form of a complete and consistent 
history Since the avowed design of these sacred 
authors, was merely to record a few select and 
striking passages from the lifo of Jesus, for the 
purpose of proving that he was the great Messiah 
who had been promised to the fathers; w’^e are to 

* John xxi.25. Consult ulso Matt. iv. 23, 24 j ix. 35 ; 
XIV. 35, 3t>; XV. 30, 31 ; xix. 1, 2 ; xii. 14, Luke vii. 
21 , 22 . 
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look for no accurate arrangement of matter in 
them—no enticing words of human wisdom—no 
scientific remarks—and no minute details, calcu¬ 
lated to gratify natural curiosity; but a plain ex¬ 
hibition of such Important facts, doctrines, and 
precepts, as, when connected with the rest of the 
Scriptures, is sufficient to^render those who receive 
them wise unto salvation, and heirs of everlasting 
life! For Saint John again, hath said, “ And 
many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this book; 
but these are written that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and that be¬ 
lieving, ye might have life through his name/^"^ 
For, whosoever believeth in him, shall not perish, 
but have eternal life.”t 

I shall not therefore dwell on the history of our 
Redeemer — on the various important facts related 
of him in the four gospels. ^ That after having been 
foretold by many prophets, in distant periods of 
time he was at length, agreeably to the repeated 
declaration of an angel,—first to a priest minister¬ 
ing at the golden altar in the temple ; and then to 
• • 

* John XX. 30, 31, and Luke i. I—4. 

t .lohn iii, 15, 36; i. 4 ; v. 26 j xvii. 3, 1 John v. 11. 

Hcb. vii. iih. 
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his mother, conceived by a virgin of David’s family, 
that his birth was proclaimed by a choir of angels, 
who celebrated it in celestial anthems, as tlie foun¬ 
dation of peace on earth, and the most glorious 
display of divine benevolence to men :—that before 
his public appearance, a person greater than any 
of the prophets, and whose birth had also been 
foretold by an angel, was sent to prepare his way. 
Neither shall I dwell on the intimations which arc 
contained in these sacred books regarding the 
DivrNF. NATtaiEof the Messiah, in which he existed 
along with God the Father befoj c his appearance in 
the flesh,* — on His miraculous conception, joy- 

* Tlie passages of tbo first tliroe Ciospols which relate to 
this most important subject aio comparatively few, and rather 
obscure ; but in the Gospel of John, which was written pro- 
bahl}’^ above thirty years later than any of tliem, it is frequently 
introduced in a clear and direct manner, by the testimony of 
the bacied historian, of John tlie liaptist, various otlver disci¬ 
ples, the Lord Jesus liiinaelf, and God tbo Fatlier, who, on 
various occasions, honoured him as his only beg'otten tson. 
And as the subject appears to me to be so important, 1 would 
have my reader carcfullj" to compare Matt, i, 23 ; lii. 11, 12 , 
xvi. Ih—10, 2? ; xvii. 1 — 6; xviii. 20 ; xxv. Ol, ; xxviii. 
19, 20. Mark i. 1, 7 —11; xvi. 19, 20. Luke i. .02, 35, 76, 
Johni. 1—4, 10, 14—10, ,30—34, 48; ii. 24, 25; iii. l.S, 1(J. 
31—30; V. 17—29, vi. .38—40, 4f>—58 ; viii. 23 —58; x, 
30 — 39 ; xi. 25—27 ^ xiv. 6—12 ; xvi. 15, 27 — 30 ; xvii. .5, 
8, 24 ; XX. 28. 
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FUL BIRTH, AND EARLY CIRCUMSTANCES, with lus 

LINEAGE according to the flesh, as given by Mat¬ 
thew and Luke from the ancient patriarchs, in tlic 
line of David,—on His baptism, wdicn he was 
anointed witli a w^onderful effusion of the Spirit, 


In (loff'Dce of this cardinal doctrine, much has boon written 
by moil of groat emiuoiice and talent; and no one who will 
take the trouble to study their works, uaod remain ignorant of 
the solid foundation of scripture and reason on which it stands. 
At tlie same time, there are many who have it not in their 
power to devote themselves to the study of the larger works 
upon this subject, and to whom, accordingly, a brief, clear, 
and coinprehonsive view of the scriptural evidence in favour 
of the Divinity of Jesus Christ, would be of great importance. 
'J'o such I would [lartieularly recommend the Treatign* of Dr. 
W'ynpersse, (which is translated from the Du (eh by W. L. 
Alexander, M. A.) persuaded that they will derive from the 
perusal of it, high sa'ishiction and benefit. They will find it 
simple, perspicuous, and scriptural; and pervaded with a fine 
tone of piety and judicious /eal.^ It is the produce of no 
hasty nor intemperate eflbrt, bu^ the fruit of long meditation 
and patient research. The author unites most beautifully the 
dignity of truth, with the earnestness of persuasion j and pre¬ 
serves tliroughout, ihe^ chaiactcr of one whose own faith is 
firmly established, and wdio is solicitous to bring others into 
the same condition. And oh ! let my reader remember, that 
the author is contending about the character and person of no 
ordinary or indifferent being *, but for %he grand leading doc¬ 
trine of the (Christian Religion — ior tlie supreme Divinity of 
One, before whoso bar we must all stand lo be judged of the 
deeds done in the bodv. 
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poured down upon him by a visible symbol; the 
etficacy of which, continually residing in him, was 
apparent throughout the whole course of his minis¬ 
try ;—on the heavenly doctrine which he taught, 
particularly respecting his own person and ofHce, 
—liis great salvation, and way to obtain an interest 
in it,—the peculiar nature of his kingdom, and its 
gradual progress towards perfection,—the intended 
mission of tlie Holy Spirit as an abiding Comforter, 
with his beneficial influence on the hearts of his 
disciples,—the resurrection of the dead, and the 
judgment of the world, with the eternal state of 
retribution on which the righteous and the wicked 
shall then enter. On the miracles which he per¬ 
formed to attract the attention of the Jews, and 
confirm his testimony : the inimitable nature of 
those miracles, which rendered them incapable of 
being counterfeited by all the discoveries of science 
and art, — their surprismg magnitude, which ex¬ 
tended to many dilferent creatures and substances, 
—the numerous distinct kinds of them, which had 
no limit,—the manner in which they were performed, 
merely by his word of divine power, and in some 
cases when the objSets of it were at a distance,— 
his uniform success in perfectly accomplishing all 
that he attempted, without a single failure, - the 
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beneficial and benevolent quality of his mighty 
works, which were all worthy of the exalted cha¬ 
racter that he sustained,—the frequent repetition 
of them in the presence of multitudes of vigilant 
observers, many of whom Avere his avowed enemies, 
—with the voluntary acknowledgments of their 
unquestionable reality by the most competent 
judges, and the abiding impression that they made 
on thousands of credible witnesses.* Nor shall I 


* In a passage, extant in every copy that reinuins of .lose- 
phus’s History of the Jews, wo have un explicit testimony to 
the substanco of our Saviour’s history, in these words :—“ At 
that time lived Jesus, a wise man, il‘ he may be called a man, 
for he performed many wonderful works. Jle was a twicher of 
such men us received the truth with pleasure, lie drew over 
to him many Jews and Gentiles, This was the Christ: and 
when J’ihito at the instigation of tlio chief men among us, 
had condemned him to tlie cross, they who before had con¬ 
ceived an affection for him, did not cease to adhere to him ; 
for, on the third day he appeart^ to them alive again, the di¬ 
vine fJTophels having foretold tliose and many w'onderful things 
concerning him. And tlie sect of the Christians, so called 
from him, subsists to this time.” (Antiij. lib. xviii. cap. iii, 
sect. 3.) Quadratus lias left us tlie following testimony .— 

“ The works of our Saviour were always conspicuous, for 
they w'ere real; both tliose tliUt were healed, and those that 
raised from the divid; who were s(^m, not only when tliey 
were healed or raised, but for a long time afterwards; not 
only whilst he dwelled on this earth, but also after bis depar¬ 
ture, and for a good while after it, insomuch that some of them 
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Stay to expatiate oii the striking parables by which 
Jesus illustrated his message, and urged it home on 
the hearts of' his bearers.* The strict obedience 
WHICH jiE REQUIRED, Riid the MOTIVES with which 
his- commands were enforced ; inculcating sub¬ 
jection to the whole law of Moses, (which con¬ 
tinued in full force during the period of his min¬ 
istry,) and adding many precepts, with which 
the Jew^s had not been acquainted. The predic¬ 
tions which he delivered, when he foretold his 
personal sufferings, death, and subsequent ex¬ 
altation, — the punishment of his enemies, the 
destruction of Jerusalem, the calling of the Gen¬ 
tiles, the ultimate establishment of his kingdom, 
and the lasting felicity of his faithful disciples.f 

have reached to our times.” (Ap. Euseh, H. E. lib. 4. cap. !2.) 
It were easy to quote a thousand other testimonies from an¬ 
cient authors. It been done, and is here unnecessary. 1 
refer my reader to Ealey's Evidences of Christianity. 

* IVlany of (ho Jews were too thoughtless, and too much 
under tlie influence of the grossest prejudices, for receiving 
his spiritual doctrines and precepts in their natural simplicity ; 
thoiefore, in much condescension to ifieir weakness, ho fre¬ 
quently clothed the tnith with some beautiful similitude ; and 
forty-eight of these have been recorded in the Gospels. 

t The exact accomfihshment of our Saviour’s predictions 
concerning himself was fully recorded by his Apostles. The 
Jews who rejected him were signally punished; and their 
capital, with its temple, completely destroyed by the Romans 
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The COMPLETE OBEDIENCE that he yielded to the 
whole law ; leaving a perfect example of steadfast 
confidence, unspeakable love, fervent devotion, and 
filial submission toward his Father; compassion, 
faithfulness, meekness, patience, and forgiveness 
toward his enemies ; with condescension, tender¬ 
ness, and constant affection towards his sincere 
disciples,* The peculiar commission, instructions, 

about forty years after his resurrection, as wo are minutely 
informed by Josephus, their own authentic historian. The 
subsequent history of the Church shows how others of his 
prophecies have been verified, arid those of them which still 
remain to be fulfilled, may be compared with similar passages 
in both the sacred volumes. 

* In short, never was a character (as Archbishop Newcomo 
observes,) at the same time so commanding and natural, so 
resplendent and pleasing, so amiable and venerablts, as that of 
Christ, There is a peculiar contrast in it between an awful 
dignity and majesty, and tiie most engaging loveliness, ten¬ 
derness and softness. He now ^converses with prophets, law¬ 
givers, and angels; and die next instant, be meekly endures 
the dulness of his disciples, and ihe blasphemies and rage of 
the multitude. Ho now calls himself greater than SiiUmwn, 
one who can commancT legions of angels, the giver of life to 
whomsoever he wiU, the Son of God, who shall sit on hh gbrmts 
throne to judge the world ; at other times we see him embracing 
children, not lifting up hi$ voice the streets, not breaking 
the hruised reed nor quenching the smoking flax ; calling his dis¬ 
ciples wot servants, but friends and hiethren, and comforting 
them with an exuberant and parental affection. Let us pause 
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warnings, and eiicouraf^emcnt that he gave the 
Apostles and other Disciples, whom he called 
to attend him, and afterwards sent forth to preach 
in his name. 

Neither shall 1 dwell on the honours which he 
occasionally received during the time of his ministry; 
— on his TRIUMPHANT PROCESSION into Jerusalem, 
with the important events which preceded his last 
Passover; but, passing over all these, I shall come 
to the SUFFERINGS wliicli the Saviour of the world 
endured for the redemption of guilty men. I shall 
call my reader’s attention to those dreadful suffer¬ 
ings which took place chiefly in the garden of 

an instunt, and fill our minds with the idea of Ono wlio knew 
all things, heu\u‘nly and earthly, searched and laid open the 
inmost recesses of the heart, roctilied every prejudice, and re¬ 
moved every mistake of a moral and religious kind; by a 
word exercised sovereignty over all nature, pemetratod the 
hidden events of futurity, gave promises of admission into 
a happy immortality, had the keys of life and death, claimed 
an union with tlie Father; and yet was pious, mild, gentle, 
humble, alfable, social, benevolent, friendly, affecrionate. 
Such a character is fairer than the modiing-star. Each sepa¬ 
rate virtue is made stronger by opposition and contrast; and 
the union of so many virtues forms a brightness which fitly 
represents the glory of^bat God who is invisible, “ who dwe*- 
leth in the light which no man can approach unto, whom no 
man hath seen nor can see.” 
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. Getlisemane *—in the palace of the High Priest, be* 
fore Herod and Pontius Pilate, where he was 
scourged, mocked, and condemned—and on Mount 
Calvary, where the Lord of life and glory was cru¬ 
cified between tw'o malefactors ! 

Come, then, my Christian reader, let us now enter 
upon tlic atrccting and interesting narrative and con- 
template the last evening which the meek and 
lowly Jesus passed among his sorfowing disciples; 
when he washed their feet, observed the Passover 
along wdth them, forewarned them of approaching 
temptation, discovered the traitor who had agreed 
to betray him, instituted the standing memorial of 
his death after the departure of Judas, gaji^e all 
his faithful friends a new commandment, com¬ 
forted them with seasonable promises, and offered 
up a comprehensive intercessory prayer to his Fa¬ 
ther. 


* (iROTHJS tells US that the word Gethsemane in Hebrew 
signifies an oit-press, for as the mount had its niune from the 
quantity of olive-tuies rtiat grew upon it, it is probable that 
this garden, which was at the foot of it, had a press in it, 
and this not only reconciles the Evangelists, two of whom 
metition only the mount, another the gigden, and the fourth, 
Oelhscmane, but likewise carries our ideas backward to the 
circumstance mentioned. Is. Ixiii. .1, which receives new light 
from this passage. 
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* Nothing can be more simple, and to an , 
awakened heart, to one who has been taiiglit to 
love God» and Jesus Christ whom lie hath sent, 
nothing can be more affecting, than the Gospel 
narrative of tlic institution of the Lord's *^upper. 
Hear it, then, in the plain, yet beautiful language 
of holy writ, and may all our hearts be warmed 

S 

and elevated by the views it affords us of the wis¬ 
dom and loving-kindness, the consideration and 
tender compassion of our great High Priest, who 
first appointed it! ‘ And when the even was come/ 
say the Evangelists, + ‘ Jesus sat down, and the 
twelve Apostles with him. And he said unto them, 
With'^ desire I have desired' (or, I have most 
heartily desired) to eat this passover with you be¬ 
fore I suffer; For I say unto you, I will not any 
more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the king¬ 
dom of God/ This, then, was the last Passover 
of which the Lord Jesu^Christ was to be a partaker; 


The above beautiful passage I extract from the “ Dis¬ 
courses upon the Doctrinal Articles of tlio Church of England,” 
by the Rev. Henry Blunt, A. M. Chaplain to die Duke of 
Richmond; an admirable and interesting work, uniting the 
moat simple explaifctory statements with the most direct 
Appeals to the conscience and the heart. 

1 Mutt. xxvi.SO, Luke xxii. 14, 
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it was more tlian this; it was the last Passover 
which God would recognise in his church: it was 
the final rite of the old dispensation, the death- 
song of Judaism. All that the passover had ever 
typified, was that night to be realised; the true 
Paschal Lamb was to be delivered to the slaugh¬ 
terers; ‘ the blood of sprinkling,' which should, 
throughout all ages, secure the people of God, by 
a spiritual deliverance far more wonderful and far 
more blessed, than the temporal deliverance of the 
first-born in Egypt, was on that coming morn to 
be poured forth; when he, the Lamb of God, the 
great propitiation, should close the series of four¬ 
teen hundred passovers, by the sacrifice of Wmself. 
Our Lord then, ‘ heartily desired' to partake, for 
the last time, of this solemn rite with his beloved 
Apostles; he ‘ heartily desired' that the shadow 
should pass away, and the great and glorious re¬ 
ality, which should bring ‘pardon and peace to a 
ruined world, should be consummated; yes, strange 
as it may seem, ‘ Ije heartily desired* that coming 
meal, although a more sorrowful one he had never 
been partaker of, or one more calculated to arm 
with tenfold anguish the sufTeflngs that awaited 
him. 
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“ And now his desire had been fulfilled, that 
evening meal had been over, the final Passover was 
con(?luded, and the Lord of life, and his disciples, 
still lingered in the supper-room, delighting in 
that spiritual converse which made their hearts 
burn within them, and presented to them no feeble 
foretaste of the communion of the saints in bliss. 
Tlie bread and wine, always accompaniments of 
the Jewish Passover, still remained upon the table ; 
when Jesus, no doubt during some solemn pause 
in the conversation, wdien all minds were filled 
with the thought of those approaching sorrows, of 
which our Lord had on that evening for the first 
time pkiinly spoken, took up the bread, and break¬ 
ing it, and pouring forth his blessing upon it, 
delivered it to his disciples, with these few but em¬ 
phatic words, ‘ Take, eat; this is my body which 
is given for you ; this do in remembrance of me.' 
Likewise also he" ‘ to5k the cup,' and blessing 
that in like manner, ‘ he gave it to them, saying, 
Drink ye all of it.' And hp said unto them, 

* This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you,’* and ‘ for many, for the 
remission of sins.f Verily I say unto you, [ wfll 
drink no more henceforth of this fruit of the vine, 

*■ Luke xxii. t -Mutt. xxvi. 
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until that day when 1 drink it new with you in my 
Father's kingdom.' 

“ How simple, how touchingly beautiful is the 
whole of this Gospel narrative ! Our Lord well 
knew, not only the corruption, but the coldness 
and ingratitude of the human heart. He knew 
that years, nay centuries, must pass away, and 
that the history of his dying love should fall upon 
men’s ears, and on men’s heartfj^ike a tale of other 
times, in which they were little interested ; while 
even to the few, the happy few, who should in all 
ages adore and venerate that Saviour’s name, there 
would be still the strong temptation to suffer their 
liearts to dwell upon ‘ the things which gjrc seen 
and are temporal,’ to the frequent forgetfulness of 
those, wliich ‘ are not seen and are eternal.’ To 
meet, then, this never-ceasing, never-slumbering 
tendency of our corrupt and fallen nature, was no 
doubt the primary intenlson of the striking inci¬ 
dent we are considering. ‘ This do in remem¬ 
brance of me.’ And mark how small a thing it 
was that the Saviour of the world requested of his 
followers; as though he had said, When in times 
♦o come, you assemble together in ray name and 
in my worship, I ask of you no great, no costly 
sacrifice; I only ask to live in your memory, and in 

r> 3 
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your love; [ only desire to see, and let an unbe- 
licvin^ world see, that in every generation, through¬ 
out all time, there shall still be some who will re¬ 
member the transactions of this awful night, who 
will adore and love the despised Saviour, and ac¬ 
knowledge him in this, the lowest point of his 
humiliation, as their Redeemer and their Cod. 
Add, then, this little act, this slight memorial of 
all the sorrow and the anguish you will this night 
witness, of all the agonies of that scene, from 
which to-morrow’s sun will hide his face, add only 
this slight memorial from time to time, to your ac¬ 
customed sacrifice of prayer and praise; eat one 
piece ^ broken bread, and drink one drop of 
wine, in the name of the Crucified. ‘ Do this in 
remembrance of me’ at those your solemn festi¬ 
vals, from this my hour of suffering, until I come 
again in peace and receive you unto myself. 

“ Who could resist siufli an appeal ? who disobey 
such a command ?—neglect so easy, so merciful a 
request? It were impossible. J^ore than eighteen 
centuries have passed away, since, in that upper 
chamber, in some obscure house in the city of Jeru¬ 
salem, the words which conveyed the recpiest werfe 
spoken by that lowly Sutferer to his heart-broken fol¬ 
lowers; and IS it too much to say, that their sound 
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. lias gone oui into all lands, and tlieir words into the 
ends of the world V From that niglit to the present 
liour, all ranks, all classes of Christian believers, 
have united in fulfilling this last request of their 
liedcenier. Kings Jiave descended from their 
thrones, and laid aside their crowns, and for a lime 
forgotten all their earthly pageantry, and knelt in 
reverence to the King of Kings, and been partakers 
of his humble feast. High andlSUv, rich and poor, 
all who name the name of Christ, have remembered 
and rejoiced to remember, his dying love, by ac¬ 
cepting this, his dying invitation. Century after 
century has passed away, the monuments of human 
greatness have mouldered into dust, the laws in¬ 
scribed upon tablets of brass have perished, dynas¬ 
ties and empires have risen and fallen, and are 
forgotten, and these few simple sentences—this 
short, affecting memorial, has outlived them all — 
never obliterated, never even suspended ; no single 
week, we might perhaps with perfect truth assert, 
no single day, has ever yet passed by, which did not 
witness some little assemblage of the followers of 
the Redeemer ‘ doing this in remembrance of Him 
atfti thus, as the Apostle says, ‘ showing forth the 
Lord’s death until he come.’ ” 

After our Lord and the disciples had sung a 
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liynin of praise/ according to the custom at the 
conclusion of the paschal supper, (which some think 
consisted of psalms, from the hundred and thir¬ 
teenth to the hundred and eighteenth inclusive) he 
proceeded with the eleven to the Mount of Olives 
(for Judas had previously left thenif)* Knowing 
that the time of his being betrayed was just ap¬ 
proaching, he would nof stay to be apprehended in 
the house, lest hd" Snould bring the master of it into 
trouble ; nor in Jerusalem, lest it should occasion 
public tumults and outrages ; but he retired with 
his disciples to the Mount of Olives. 

At this time he solemnly assured them that during 
that Tifiy night they would all meet with such 
temptations, as would stagger their faith in him, 
and cause them to fall into sin through fear of men; 
for the prophecy was about to be fulfilled, in 
which the Lord had declared, that he would 
“ smite the shepherd afid the sheep should be scat¬ 
tered.”! Shortly after this, Jesus came down from 
the Mount of Olives, and, alonjg with his disciples, 
crossed the brook Cedron,^ which ran through the 

* Mati. XXvi. 30. ^ t John xiii. 30. « 

I Zech. xiii, 7. 

Cc'droi), or Kidron, was a small broolc to the east of Jeru¬ 
salem, over which David (the type of Jesus) passed weeping, 
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valley and entered the garden of Gethsemane. 
This seems to have been a pleasant and fruitful 
place, to which Jesus frequently resorted with his 
disciples, for retirement^ devout conversation, and 
religious exercises. When lie came thither, he left 
the other apostles at a distance, and took with 
him those only as witnesses of his agony, who 
had before witnessed his transfiguration.* In their 
presence he endured the most*painful anguish of 
soul and depression of spirits. The sufferings he 
was about to undergo were so great, and the pro¬ 
spect of them seemed so terrifying, that he ex¬ 
claimed, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death ;t tarry ye here, and watch witL me.'' 

when lie fled from Absalom (see 2 Sam. xv. S3.) It derived 
its name from a shauy and gloomy valley, through which it 
ran. Tho first Adam fell in a garden , the second Adam be¬ 
gan the last scene of his atoning sufferings in a garden like¬ 
wise. * 

* Matl. xvii» J, 2. 

t Matt, xxvi.38.' “ Signifying, that his soul, with all the 
faculties and powers df it, was sad on every aide ; and, as it 
were, beset and besieged with grief, sorrow went round about 
him.” Leigh ,— “ The words used are the most expressive 
iuaaginable, and denote the greatest Rejection, amazement, 
anguish, and honor of mind, which can he conceived; the 
state of one surrounded with sorrows, overwhelmed with mise¬ 
ries, and almost swallowed up with consternation.” Scott, 
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Then withdrawing himself from them “ about a 
stone's cast, he kneeled down and prayed,* say¬ 
ing, Oh! my Father! if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me ; nevertheless, not as 1 will, but 
as thou wilt/' t At this moment Satan was march¬ 
ing towards him with his principalities and powers 
to attack him ; Judas, one of his disciples, was 
at hand to betray hima multitude with swords 
and staves were "^out to seize him ; the sins and 
chastisements of his people were just going to be 
laid upon him ; the sword of justice was brandished 
against him, and ready to give the blow ; the hour 
of death was near, and he was brought to the dust 
of it—thou Last brought me into the dust of 
death" — and there is “ none to help me"—none 
among his disciples ; one of them is about to be¬ 
tray him—another to deny him—all to forsake and 
flee from him ; nor any among the angels of hea¬ 
ven ; for though they ministered to him in the wil¬ 
derness, and strengthened him at this time, there 
were none near him on the cross; that it might be 
manifest that salvation was wrought out alone by 
him, as Isaiah saith; I looked, and there was 
none to help; and l wondered that there was none'to 


♦ Luke xxii. 41. 


t Mutt, xxvi, 38. 
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uphold : therefore mine own arm wrought salva¬ 
tion/'* These, and a multitude of other agonizing 
distresses, unknown and inconceivable to us, wliich 
might necessarily spring from so vast, so momentous, 
so stupendous a work, as the salvation of a whole 
world, made a plain distinction between our Sa¬ 
viour's situation, and that of any other martyr to 
the cause of truth; and most clearly proves tliat 
there never was a sorrow in everry respect like 
unto his sorrow. 

.After having returned to his disciples and found 
them asleep t—after having told them to watch and 
pray that they might not enter into temptation, he 
went away the second time, and prayed,•faying, 
Oh ! my Father ! if this cup may liot pass away 
from me except I drink it, thy will be done."— 
And when he returned he found them asleep 
again ; for their eyes were heavy : neither wist they 
what to answer him." ‘*And he left them, and 
went away again, and prayed the third time." 
“ And being in an agony, lie prayed more earnestly: 


Isaiah Ixiii. 5; lix. 16. 

t It was then very late at night, for lifter supper Christ had 
made a long discourse^ besides, they were oppressed and stii- 
pifted with sorrow, which might have exhausted nature much 
more than the want of sleep.— I/Kni amt. 
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And his sweat was, as it were, threat drops of blood 
falling down to the ground.’^”' Although at this 
time ** there appeared an angel unto him from hea- 
ven strengthening him,’'|-—the agonizing conflicts 
and terrors of his mind were so amazingly distress- 
ing, that notwithstanding the coldness of the night, 
and his lying on the ground, his blood and an. lal 
spirits were thrown into sucli violent excilation, 
as opened the pores of his body in an extraordi¬ 
nary manr er, and forced their way through tliem 
in a bloody sweat, which, being thickened by the 
cold, fell down .a clots upon the earth. J 

* ona])ter XXVI. i\iart: xiv. Luke xxii. John 

xii. 'Jf. 

t Luke xxii, 'J’liis was doubtless a part of our Saviour's 
liuiniliatioii, and an instance of bis condescenaion, thftlie was 
pleased to be tbu>s “ strenf:;theJied” bra ministoriiif^ spirit/' 
though all Iho angels of Go<l worship him, 

,t Doubtless tins agony was an extreme horror, ronilict, 
confusion, amazement and astonisJiment of mind, arising from 
a bitter sense of God’s wrath let forth upon him, as bearing 
the sins of his people. Grappling witji the potvers of dark¬ 
ness, and feeling vehement distress of soul, he prayed with 
increased intensity of feeling, till—dreadful to relate ! his 
sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling doivn to the 
ground!’ * 

lie, moreover, appears to have had foretastes of his passion, 
and laboured for utterance :—** Now is my soul troubled ; and, 
what shall I sayl Father, save me from this hour: but for 
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And wlien lie rose up from prayer, and was 
fOine to his disciples, he still found them sleeping- 
for sorrow: and suith unto them, Sleep on now, 
and take your rest: it is enough, the hour is come ; 
behold the Son of Mnu is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at 
hand that doth betray me. And while he yet 

m 

spake, came the wretched Judas t( betray Iiis 
Lord, and with him a. gre t multitude with 
swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders 
of the people.” Th ".e seem to have oeen part of 
the Roman soldiers o were kept at Jerusalem as 
a guard for the tenijile, and to prevent disturbances 
during the publi(’so* mnlties. The J v. ishnxmncil 
made application ic the Roman governor to have 
their assistance in apprehending Jesus as a raiser of 
sedition; and this made i necessary for Judas to 
point oat Jesus to chom by some sign, that they 
might distinguish him froiti his disciples and fol¬ 
lowers. It is, moreover, probable that our Lord had 
been accustomed to welcome the disciples, in the most 
condescending and affectionate manner, by allow¬ 
ing them to kiss him, when they returned from any 

• • 

this cause came I unto this hour.’* (John xii. ?7.) His suffer¬ 
ings seem to have passed through his mind in one momjent^ 
but human language could not ezpress them! 
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service ; and .fn<las basely took advantage of tin’s, 
and agreed by tins token to mark Jiirn out to the 
officers, exhortii^^ them to seize and liold him fast.* 
Accordingly, he eanic up with the utmost effrontery, 
and with an address expressive of the highest re¬ 
spect and affection, he kissed him but Jesus, 
witJi a meek rebuke of his complicated hypocrisy, 
treachery, and ingratitude, calling him “ friend,” 
(or companion,) as an aggravation of his guilt, de¬ 
manded why lie was present on this occasion, or 
why he came thus attended :!■ Judas, betrayest 
thou the Son of Man with a kiss V*l Dost thou 
make my condescending kindness the occasion of 
thy bh^e treachery, and persist in the tokens of 
respect and affection even in the very deed ? 

Our [^31x1, then, though fully aware of all the 
inexpressible sufferings which were coming upon 
him, and every circumstance of them, went forth 
to meet his rude assailants, with the most perfect 
serenity and fortitude; for, knowing all things 
that should come upon him, he.went forth and said 
unto them, Whom seek ye? They answered him, 
Jesus of Nazareth; Jesus saitli unto them, I am he. 
And Judas also Vhicli betrayed him, stood w?th 
them. As soon then as lie had said unto them, I 

, • Matt, xxvi- 48. t Matt. xxvi. 50. ^ huke xxii. 48. 
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am lie, they went backward and fell to the ground. 
Then asked lie them again, Whom seek ye ? and 
they said, Jesus of Nazareth ; Jesus answered, 
1 have told you that 1 am he: if therefore ye seek 
me, let these go their Here Doddridge has 

observed, that “ the critics are in raptures at the 
gallantry of Achilles, in ,^oiiig to the Trojan war, 
when he knew, according to Homer, that he should 
fall there. But he must have a very superficial 
way of thinking, who docs not see infinitely more 
fortitude in our Lord's conduct on this occasion/' 
Judas, standing with the company when Jesus de^ 
dared himself to be the person whom they sought, 
was also constrained to go backward, and-^fall to 
the ground if yet he was not dismayed by that 
further display of the power of his Lord, but dared 
to proceed with his horrid purpose! No doubt 
Jesus could with equal case have struck the whole 
company dead in a moment; and it is wonderful 
that the Scribes, Priests, and other Jews, did not 
recollect the companies which were destroyed by 
fire from heaven when they came to take Elijah;! 
and that they should venture to renew their attempt 
aTter this unexpected repulse.* Our Lord, how¬ 
ever, was pleased not to proceed any further against 

* Johtt xviii, 4—8. t xxvii. C. t ^ TKiugs i, 9—14. 
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them ; but only observed, that as they sought him, 
who was ready to yield up himself, they should let 
his disciples go away unmolested; and with this 
they were influenced to comply. This conduct of 
Jesus accorded to the word which he had before 
spoken, when he said, And now I am no more 
in the world; but these are in the world, and I 
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine 
own name those whom thou hast given me, that 
they may be one, as we are. While I was with 
them in the world, I kept them in thy name; those 
that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them 
is lost, but the son of perdition ; that the Scripture 
mightiin fulfilled.’^* lie thus not only showed the 
most tender concern for their temporal safety, as 
given to him to be his apostles: but he kept them, 
as true but weak believers, from those temptations 
which they were not then prepared to withstand; 
and this conduced also to their spiritual preserv¬ 
ation. 

The officers then approached? and appreliended 
him: and Peter, recollecting his promise,f and 
purposing to show his readiness to fight in his 
Master s cause, drew a sword, and without wait- 


• John xvii. 11, 12. 


t Matt. xxvi. 33.36. 
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for orders, aimed a blow at the head of JVIal- 
clms, the High Priest’s servant/ and cut olf his 
oar. But our Lord ordered Peter to put up his 
sword again, as ail they tliat look the sword 
would perish with tlie sw'ord.'"’ Peter’s rash cour¬ 
age seemed to render a miracle necessary foi 
his preservation, and that of the other disciples ; 
but without a previous knowledge of our Lord’s 
character, we could not have expected such a 
miracle as he wrought on this occasion. Desiring 
his furious adversaries to sufter thus far,” lie im* 
mediately and perfectly restored the ear of Malchus. 
Yet neither this evidence of his powei, nor his 
kindness to so officious an adversary, bad any 
effect in softening them, or withdrawing them from 
their purpose. It must have been the effect of a 
secret divine interposition, that the officers and 
soldiers permitted the disciples to withdraw quietly 
after this violent resistance. The question pro¬ 
posed by our Lord, The cup which my Father 
hath given me, sh^ll I not drink was pecu¬ 

liarly beautiful and expressive. He did not con¬ 
fine his thoughts to the malice and injustice of 
» 

• Probably this man was one of the yuUest and most iorward 
in the compmiy, 
t John xviii, i j, 

1 . 3 
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his enemies in his sufferings ; but he received them 
as a cup put into his hand by his heavenly Fatlier, 
who would not afhict him without good reason, 
and for the most gracious and important purposes. 
He further added, that he did not want their feeble 
help: for if he chose to decline his sufferings, he 
could speedily obtain from his Father even more 
than twelve legions of angels,"* that is, more 
angels than there were legionary soldiers in the 
largest Roman armies, or more than seventy thou¬ 
sand angels, to fight for him.f But, in this case, 
he inquired, how the Scriptures could be accom¬ 
plished, which predicted that the Messiah must 
be and be numbered with transgressors? 

Then, addressing those who came to apprehend 
him, he demanded, why they came out against him 
with such warlike preparations, as if he had been 
some desperate robber, at the head of a determined 
gang, who could not be seized without much dan¬ 
ger and difficulty; t whereas, he had daily appeared 


* Matt* xxvi. 53 , 

t The idea will appear most grand and sublime to tliose who 
consider the executio:^ made in the army of the proud Assy¬ 
rian by a single angel in one night’s time. 2 Kings xix. 36. 

t^Judas, as has been shown, had procured a cohort of 
R oman soldiers, as well as the oncers of the J ewish rulers, in 
order to take him : and they came with every preparation 
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among them, as a teacher, unarmed, and unat¬ 
tended except by a few fishermen, and had acted 
in the most peaceable manner. They had before 
indeed been secretly restrained from assaulting him: 
but now ‘‘ his time was come;” and all this was 
ordered and performed, that the Scriptures might 
be exactly accomplished. ^ When, therefore, the 
disciples perceived, that he intended quietly to 
yield himself up to the officers, their courage and 
resolution at once entirely failed, and they all 
“ forsook him and fled” to save themselves ! 

“ Then the band and the captain and officers of 
the Jews took Jesus, and bound him; and led him 
away to Annas first; for he was father-i«-iaw to 
Caiaphas, who was the High Priest that same 
year.”* The grand council of the Jews was con¬ 
vened at the High Priest's palace, at that late hour, 
waiting to have Jesus brought before them ; and 
thither the officers conducted him bound as a cri- 

wLich would have b*en necessary if they had attempted to 
apprehend some desperate criminal, attended with numerous 
armed followers who would use every method to oppose or 
.e')|:ape them ; otherwise lanterns and torches seem not to have 
been needful, when the moon was at the full, 

** John xvixi. Annas was dismissed from being High 
Priest, A.D. 23, after filling that office fifteen years; but 
being a person of high character, and having bad five sons 
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mitial. Peter, likewise, followed at some distance, 
to see how matters would terminate: and, having' 
obtained admission intoHhc High Priest’s palace, 
he associated witli tlie servants as a stranger drawn 
thither from curiosity. This was another false step 
tending to his fall. By striking tlie High Priest’s 
servant, he had rendered himself obnoxious, and 
afraid of being detected ; and seeing he had not 
courage openly to attend Jesus as his disciple, he 
ought by no means to have gone at all: for thus 
he thrust himself into the midst of enemies, and 
was forced silently to hear all their scolfs; insults, 
menaces, and blasphemies; and so he entered into 
temptand denied his Lord. 

“ Now Caiaphas was he who gave counsel to the 
Jews, that it was expedient that one man should 
die for the people.”f And his reasoning is evi¬ 
dently that of a politician, who prefers what is 

successively high priests, and Caiaphas being his son-iii-law, 
he must, no doubt, have possessed very great authority. Of 
Christ being sent lo Annas, however, ^he other I'A^mgelists 
say nothing; because nothing was done to him there ; but all 
was performed in the palace of the High Priost. 

* Our Lord bad said to Peter, “ What, could ye not watch 
with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.'' Matt. xxvi. 40, 4t. 

t John xviii. 14. 
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useful to what is just and honourable. As the 
Spirit of God liad, in former times, uttered pre¬ 
dictions by the High Priest, so, now Caiaphas 
was directed to use words, which, in a sense very 
different from what he understood them, intimated 
the true consequences of Christ’s death ; the salva¬ 
tion, not only of the nation, but of the world in 
general. 

The High Priest then asked Jesus of his disciples 
and of his doctrine. Jesus answered him, “ I spake 
openly to the world ; I ever taught in the syna¬ 
gogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always 
resort: and in secret have I said nothing. Why 
askest thou me ? ask them which heard rtfb* what 
I have said unto them : behold, they know what I 
said.”* This reply was peculiarly suitable to the 
situation in which Jesus was at this time placed ; 
for he stood as a prisoner on his trial, before judges 
who were determined to put him to death, and only 
sought a pretence for their injustice and murder. 
It is most likely ako, that some were then present, 
who had frequently heard his instructions. An 
officer, however, of the court, imagining on false 
grounds that he answered the High Priest in a dis- 
res{)ectful manner, contumeliously smote him with 


* John xviii, 19—21. 
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the palm of his hand, or rather with a rod, or wand 
of office.* But Jesus meekly replied, by ob¬ 
serving, that if on that, or on any other occasion, 
he liad spoken any tiling criminal, let him bear 
witness against him ; but if he had answered well, 
and his words were not faulty, wliy did he smite 
him, when he was on his trial in a court, where jus¬ 
tice ought to be administered to every one ? It 
was proper, that this man should be rebuked for 
his ill-behaviour, and that tlie imputation of blame 
should be cTone away from our Lord’s character; 
though he was ready to endure every indignity and 
cruelty, without resistance or menace. 

Kf'w the chief priests and elders, and all the 
council,t sought false witness against Jesus to put 
him to dcath/’t And although, on examining the 
witnesses, they formed their questions so as to ex¬ 
tort from them something which might be construed 
as a proof of his guilt, and authorize his condem¬ 
nation to death, yot none were sufficient, or ap- 

* Micah V. I. 

t All the Sanhedrim, or great council ; namely, chief 
priests, or heads of families, elders or judges, and scribes 6r 
doctors of the law ; liJiving the high priest for their president: 
those were the supreme autliority both in civil and ecclesiasti¬ 
cal affairs. 

t Matt, XXvi, 50. 



47 


sin: MAN UF SURUOVVS. 

. {si'oxiniated the point they desired. At length, 
“ camo two false witnesses, and said, This fellow 
said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and 
to build it in three clays.”* But this evidence was 
given of their own accord, and was notoriously 
false; for Jesus never liad said that he would de¬ 
stroy and rebuild the temple at Jerusalem, as they 
affirmed. At the lirst pas'sover, indeed, after he 
liad driven the traders out of tfie*teinple, the Jews 
insistc'd upon his showing by what authority he 
took upon him to make that reformation ; and, in 
answer, he referred tljern to the miracle of his re¬ 
surrection. “ Destroy,” said he, “ this temple,” 
pointing probably to his body, and I wilkraise it 
up in three daysJ’t The witnesses, therefore, 
through ignorance, but more probably through ma¬ 
lice, perverted his words into an affirmation that he 
would destroy and rebuild the temple, Now, among 
the Jews it was reckoned an*atrocious, and indeed a 
capital crime, for any one to speak disrespectfully, 
or even to prophesy against the temple : this was 
the charge which had been brought against the 
prophet Jeremiah, and it was likewise that on which 
th^ Jews grounded their accusatiovi against Stephen. 

* Matt. xxvi. 60, 6t. 

t See John, chapter ii. 
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These witnesses are justly branded throughout the , 
world >vith the name false witnesses* and tlieir 
testimony was deservedly disregarded by our Lord,f 
especially as they had been guilty of the greatest 
malice in giving it. When the High Priest found 
that Jesus took little notice of the things which the 
witnesses had given in evidence against him, he 
fell into a passion, supposing that he intended to 
put an affront upon the council, for he arose from 
his seat, which Judges seldom do, unless when in 
some perturbation. 

At length the High Priest solemnly “ adjured him 
by the living God," to declare whether “ he was the 
Chrisi.^the Son of God," or not. This was the 
customary method of putting men upon their oath, 
to which the criminals or witnesses were required 
to answer, as in the presence of God. When the 
matter therefore was thus proposed, our Lord saw 
good to answer, that indeed Caiaplias had declared 
the. real truth ; and that notwithstanding Ids pre¬ 
sent despised condition, they would see him, as 

the Son of Man, sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven." Then the 
High Priest renir his clothes,!; saying, he hath 

* Macknight. t Matt. xxvi. 63. 

} This avowal was evidently the very thing which the 



THE MAN OF SORROWS. 


49 


^ Spoken blasphemy; wlial further need have we of 
witnesses? Behold now ye have heard his blas¬ 
phemy. What think ye ? They answered and said, 
He is guilty of death.The council either then 
retired for a little while, or ordered Jesus to with¬ 
draw, till they might consider what further steps to 
take with him ; and then their officers, who had 
him in custody, and who 'were the ringleaders of 
all this insolence and barbarify *at the instigation 
of the priests, did spit in his face,t and buffet 
him, and smote him with the palms of their hands, 

Hig:li Priest wanted ; and therefore ho rent his clothes/* as 
if in detestation of blasphemy ; inquiring, what need had 
they to examine more witnesses, as they all had Jnjard his 
*' blasphemy'}” 

* Matt. xxvi. 65, 66. ‘^By the Jewish law, blasphemy 
was denounced as a capital crime, cogniuable by the civil ma¬ 
gistrate j or rather, I should say, by the judicial council of 
the Jews—like any other offence against the rules and order 
of civilized society, Lev. xxiv. 16. See Commentaries on the 
I,aw of Moses, by Sir. J. D. Michuelis, translated by Dr. A. 
Smith, b. V. p. ^{51. 

t This instance of contempt and reproach offered to Christ, 
was, at the same time, an expression of malice, and a compli¬ 
ance with custom. The practice has descended to later gene¬ 
rations; for in the year 17^, when a rebel prisoner was 
brought before JSedir Shah’s general, # the soldiers were or¬ 
dered to spit in his face, an indignity of great antiquity in the 
East.” Hanway's Travels, vol.i. p. 298. 
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sayinj^* prophesy unto us, thou Christ, who is he 
that smote thee 


As the power of life anti death wafj invested 
solely in the Homans, the Jews were not able to 
put Christ to death themselves ; therefore, accord- 
in<j to their custom, they brought Jesus to the 
governor to have sentence passed upon him; for, 
as Jerom observes, “ It'was their custom to deliver 


up wliomsoever they tliought deserving death to the 
judge, having first bound him.” Accordingly, 
when the morning was come,” as the Apostle 
tells us,t all the chief priests and elders of the 
people, took counsel against Jesus to put him to 
deatli “ And wlien tliey had bound him,]: they 
led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate 
the govcrnor.”§ 

* Malt. xxvi. 67, 6B. f Matt, xx^di. 1, 2, 
t Or, coufinod him more closely than before, as a condemned 
malefactor ; and to ensure sijccess in that quarter, it was ne¬ 
cessary to give tlieir accusations agaiiut Jesus sueh a colour 
unci shape, as should prevail upon the governor to put him to 
death. They had condemned him for blasphemy, but this 
they knew would have little weight with a Pagan, . who, 
like Gallio, would ** care for none of these things.” They 
therefore resolved to bring him before Pilate as a state* prisoner^ 
and to charge him wiKi treasonable and seditious practices.' 

Bishop PoiiTEus. 

' § Pontius Pilate governed Judea ton years under the Em- 
Tiherius, a. n. 26 to 36. 


; jperor 
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At this time, Satan, who before had tempted the 
miserable Judas to betray his Lord, now urged 
him to despair; yet before his last fatal determi¬ 
nation, perhaps hoping to obtain a reversal of 
Christ's condemnation, he went to the chief priests 
and ciders, to return the wages of his iniquity," 
and acknowledged in tlicir j)resence, that he had 
sinned," in that he had betrayed an innocent per¬ 
son into their hands, who was by that means likely 
to be put to death ; and he was now fully sensible, 
that his conduct had been peculiarly base and 
criminal. This was a most honourable testimony 
to Christ’s character: but though this crime lay 
with intolerable weight on the conscience of Judas, 
and he confessed it to man, and dared not keep 
the infamous wages of his crime; yet it docs not 
appear that he was at all sensible of the guilt of 
his hypocrisy, covetousness, thefts, and all the 
other wickedness, committed during the whole 
course of his past life. The rulers, however, were 
too malignant a«id hardened, to be any ways 
affected by this interesting circumstance; and they 
coldly declared, that the opinion and conduct of 
so base a wretch concerned not fiiem; let him look 
to that himself, for they were determined to put 
Jesus to death. Men who had any feeling—any 
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sentiments of common humanity, or even of com¬ 
mon justice, would have now put an immediate 
stop to the proceedings; but this was far from en¬ 
tering into their plan ; all they wanted, was the 
destruction of a man, whom they hated and feared ; 
and whose life and doctrine was a standing reproach 

to them. And Judas ‘‘cast down the pieces of 

( 

silver in the temple, and departed, and went and 
hanged himself.”* 

Through the whole of the trial there appears an 
evident backwardness on the part of Pilate, even 
to meddle with the matter at all: he evidently de¬ 
sired to decline the necessity of deciding a cause, 
in whijh his judgment, and his apparent interest, 
were likely to interfere with each other. When 
therefore he learned that Jesus had lived in the 
district which Herod governed,* he immediately 
sent him and his accusers to that prince, who was 
then at Jerusalem, probably on account of the 
Passover; and Herod was greatly rejoiced to see 
Jesus, perhaps desiring to satisfy himself whether 
he were indeed “John the Baptist risen from the 

* Matt, xxvii. 5. It admits of littlo doukt, that Jud^^^’s 
death preceded that of his injured J>ord ; so speedily did 
divine vengeance overtake him. Yet the rulers took no notice 
oven of this alarming circumstance' 

t Luke xxiii, 7, 
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^ dead/' as lie had once supposed he, moreover, 
“ hoped to have seen some miracle done by him/’ 
But our Lord saw good, not only to disappoint that 
expectation, but also to keep a profound silence in 
his presence, not returning any answer either to 
his multiplied questions, or to the vehement accu¬ 
sations of his enemies. Yet Herod, though doubt¬ 
less vexed and mortitied, tfid not choose to have 
any hand in putting him to dealhj having ])robably 
been greatly terrified in his conscience on account 
of his murder of John tlie Baptist. He therefore 
contented himself with treating Jesus as a despica¬ 
ble person beneath his notice; except that he 
joined with his officers and guards in deridii^g and 
insulting him. In token of their contempt of Ills 
pretensions to be a king, they clothed him with 
some splendid garmeot, which had probably been 
worn by Herod; and he was sent back, thus attired, 
to Pilate, that he niight;^*dispose of him as he 
pleased. Probably the Roman soldiers took the 
hint, from this ii^ult of Herod and his guard, to 
clothe Jesus with a purple robe, and to put on him 
a crown of thorns. And the same day Pilate 
aii& Herod were made friends toigether; for before 
they were at enmity between themselves.*^ We 

♦ Matt, xiv. 1,2. 
f3 
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need not wonder that they were jealous of each 
other, and that causes of enmity arose between 
them, when we consider that the one was a Roman, 
the other a proselyted Idumean, and both very 
wicked men, governing adjacent regions. The 
mutual respect, however, shown on this occasion, 
and their agreement with each other, in treating 
Jesus with a scornful disregard, brought about a 
reconciliation.* 

“ Now at that feast the governor was wont to 
release unto the people a prisoner whom they 

would,*'—a custom probably introduced by Au- 

\ 

gustus, and included in the commission of the pro- 
curat':)r, as a means of procuring the favour of the 
people: and perhaps was intended to be agreeable 
to the nature of this festival, which was a comme¬ 
moration of their deliverance out of Egypt. “ And 

* This Herod was son to Herod the Great, under whom 
Christ was horn, and uncle to Herod Agrippa, by whom 
James was beheaded and Peter imprisoned ; who was eaten by 
worms; (Acts xii. 2, 3. 23.) and great-uncle to that Agrippa, 
who by Paul's discourse was “ almost persuaded to he a Chris¬ 
tian.*’ (Acts xxvi. 28.) Christ’s arraignment before him, 
when he was sent back uucondemned, was a great additional 
proof of the falsehood of those accusations which the /ews 
had brought against him as a seditious person, and particularly 
as one who had stirred up the people in Galilee.— Doddridge, 
M quoted by Seott, 
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they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas; 
therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate 
said iinto them, Whom will ye that I release unto 
you? Barabbas, or Jesus, which is called Christ?*' 
And thrice did he offer to dismiss him : but they 
would not hear him : to such a pitch were their pas¬ 
sions raised by the craft of the priests*—so reso¬ 
lute, so obstinate were they to have him crucified, 
that, although the governor “declared his inno¬ 
cence,f they cried out the more, Crucify him, 


• When Pilate renewed his proposal, he was surprised to 
find that Barabbas was unanimously preferred ; and that tbo 
multitude were clamorous in demanding the crucifixion of 
Jesus, whom they had but a short time before welcomed with 
loud hosannas, as the Son of David” and “ King of Israel,” 
and called the “ Messiali and this when they could lay no 
crime to his charge ! On other occasions, the condemnation 
of any Jew, who was not a slave, to this ignominious and cruel 
death, would have hazarded an insurrection. 

t There are two ways in whic*)i I'ilate is said to have given 
testimony to the innocence of the life, and the reality of the 
death of Jesus Christ. First, by an express written to Tibe¬ 
rius, and by him presented to the senate; and also by records 
written on tables, of all things of moment which occurred 
during his government. These proceedings were agreeable 
t^a general custom, whereby all theegovernors of tlie pro¬ 
vinces gave an account to the emperor of all such passages as 
were most remarkable, (Kuseb. Eccles. Hist. lib. ii« cap. 2.) 
With regard to the written records, it may be observed, that 
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crucify him.’* This remarkable unwillingness of 
Pilate to condemn Jesus, cannot be ascribed alto¬ 
gether to his regard for justice, for lie was naturally 
cruel and vindictive, and had exercised many un¬ 
warrantable severities upon the Jews; but partly 
to his hatred and contempt of that nation, which 
made him pay little regard to their disputes and ac¬ 
cusations; and partly,* as appears afterwards, to 
his having been previously informed, as it now evi¬ 
dently appeared to him, that this prosecution 
was carried on, not on account of any offence 
against the lavvs of the Romans or Jews, but from 
enmity and hatred to Jesus. 

While, these things were in agitation, another 
circumstance occurred, which increased Pilate*s 

the ancient Romans constantly preserved the remembrance 
all such remarkable things as happened in that city. This wa» 
done either in their acta sfiaatits, or acta diurna populi^ which 
were diligently made and kept at Home. In the same man¬ 
ner, the governors of the provinces took care that every thing 
worthy of notice should be written on public tables, and pro¬ 
perly preserved, Agreeably to this cdstom, Pontius Pilate 
kept the memoirs of the Jewish aflairs, which were therefore 
called acta Filati ,■ and in which was given a particulai’ ac¬ 
count of Christ, To ^hese memorials the primitive Cbrlst- 
ians appealed in tlieir disputes with the Gentiles, as to a most 
undoubted testimony «—Fcamn oh tke Creed, p. 198, eighth 
edition. See Jones’s New Method, vol. ii. p.4(H, 
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perplexity, and liis desire to save Jesus: for liis 
wife sent to caution him, by no means to have 
any hand in the death of “ that righteous man,’* 
whom he was solicited to condemn; as she had en¬ 
dured much misery, by terrifying dreams respect¬ 
ing him ; which made her conclude, that his death 
would be avenged in an awful manner upon all 
concerned in it. 

t * 

Two things, however, determined him to pass the 
sentence which they desired : the one was, that 
the. accusation was laid as a crime against the 
Roman government; the other, lest they should 
have been irritated to make a complaint against 
him to the Emperor, which he knew tlffeywere 
much inclined to do. All this, however, represents 
hini rather as a political than a just judge.* 

If it be asked, why Jesus was so backward to 

answer in his own defence ?t the plain answer 

• 

• “ Little did the governor imagine who it was that then 
stood before him ! little did he suspect that he himself must 
one day stand before the tribunal of that very person, whom 
he was then about to condemn as a criminal .’’—Bishop Porteus, 
t The Romans allowed accused persons to answer for them¬ 
selves. The apostle Paul frequently availed himself of this, 
and made his defence. (Acts xxiv. 10—21.; xxv. 15—27.; 
xxvi.) Jesus, long accustomed to speak in public, could not 
be considered as incapable of pleading bis own cause. Pilate 
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seems to be, as he himself hints, that his time was 

come, and he was determined to give way to their 

designs.* Consequently, Barabbas was released, 

and Jesus delivered to be scourged and crucified.f 

Now, whipping or scourging in criminal cases, 

was a punishment frequently used both by the 

Jews and Romans. The Jews commonly inflicted 

*' ** 

it by a whip of three cords, and limited the num¬ 
ber of stfipes to thirty-nine and so they gave 
only thirteen strokes with the scourge of three 
lashes, that they might be sure not to exceed forty 
stripes, according to the law in Deuteronomy. § 

But the Romans* most usual way of scourging was 
* ^ 

1 

was tlierefore excoeclingly amazed to find that he would not 
avail himself of the opportunity. Ho believed Jesus to be 
perfectly innocent j and yet be would neither use arg;iiments 
nor entreaties, to rescue himself from that terrrible death with 
which he was threatened ! 

* Wait. 

t Malt, xxvii. Sd. Barabbas escaped in consequence of 
Jesus's condemnation. He deserved death, but was preserved, 
and the righteous and holy Saviour ^uifered in his stead. 
This accords, as to the grand outline, with the method of a 
sinner’s salvation, through tbe sufferings of Christ. The 
whole |is^ess resemlded the examination of a sacrifice, <that 
it be proved to be without blemish, far more than the 
tidal of a crimiaal for condemnation. 
t 2 Cor. xi. 24. $ Chap. ixv. 5. 
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with such rods or wands as the lictors carried in a 
bundle before their chief magistrates: and they, 
not coiilining themselves to the Jewish number, 
were exceedingly cruel in this sort of punisliment, 
as appears from Kusebius's account of their inflict¬ 
ing it on the principal martyrs, of whom lie says, 
“ All the spectators were astonished when they 
saw their flesh torn with scourges, even to their 
veins and arteries, so that their very bowels might 
be seen/^ And as our Saviour was scourged at 
Pils^ite’s order, it seems to have been done by his 
officers after the Roman fashion, and to have been 
very severe, as well as disgraceful; for Pilate thereby 
intended to move the compassion of the Jews tdward 
him, in order to his being released, rather than to 
have him scourged, in order to his being crucified,* 
After this unparalleled act of barbarity to the 
innocent and lowly Lamb of God,” Pilate, al¬ 
though he was forced to conTfess that he found no 
fault in Jesus,” being pressed upon by the blood¬ 
thirsty and mereikss multitude, at last gave sen¬ 
tence against the Saviour of the world, that he 

evident from Luke zxiii. 15,eld. 22, and John xiau 

1 . 6 . 

Horace also tells us, that the flesh was generally severely 
cut by tho whip.” .See Sat. i. IL 1, 119. 



GO THE MAN OF SOHllOWS. 

should be crucified, washing his hands and saying, 
“ I am innocent of the blood of this just person; 
see ye to it.”* His struggle, on this occasion, shows 
the power of conscience in the worst of men : and 
the horror which it often feels (till inured to it) of 
wilful delibeiate murder. “ Then answered all the 
people, and said, Kis blood be on us, and on 'ur 
children.“ Then the soldiers of the g'^vernor 

) 4 

took Jesus into the common hall, and gatb '^d 
unto him the whole baud of soldiers; and they 
stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. 

“ A.nd when they had platted a crown of thorns, 
they put it upon his h^ad.^' Had they ..iten led 
hereby ‘ merely to expose his pretended royaltv+o 

* Matt, xxrii. 24. It ia unprecedented in the annals of 
mankind, for a person condemned to so dreadful a death, lo 
have been at the veiy timo pronounced ** innocent,” or righ¬ 
teous,—by the person who conducted those that apprehended 
him (Matt, xxvii.) see versM 4 ; by the judge who passed sen¬ 
tence upon him, and at length by the very officer who superin¬ 
tended his execution, see ver. 61. j whilst they who clamorously 
demanded his death could allege no rt^gison for their conduct. 

t 1 shall have occasion to animadvert on this dreadful im- 
|>recation in a subsequent part of the treatise. 

t Grotius says, that it was probably an old purple rob^ that 
Pilate had cast off; purple being worn by great persons as a 
mark of distinction j perhaps a purple vestment with a scarlet 
robe over it. 
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ridicule and contempt, a crown of straws might 
have served as well. But they undoubtedly meant 
ti add cruelty to their sconi, wdiich especially 
appeared on their striking him on the head when 
this crown was on; whereby they nailed down 
the large thorns* into his forehead and temples, 
ufid occasioned exquisite j)ain, as well as great 
v..Tusion of blood.t Then they gut a “ reed in his 
rigjjt hand; and they bowed the knee before 

ft the Ooscriptions of the Eastern thorns are to he cre- 
they arc much lareor than ,ny known in these parts.— 
/ h)( I idge 

The following interest' ig pa sage is quoted l^om Voyages 
and Teaveis in, the Levant (p.y8B\ hy iity worthy and talented 
friend, the llov. Michael Russell LE.D.,in bis work entitled 
‘ PaleaUiH), or the Holy Land,” p. 148. 

“ There still exists a thor i in Palestine known among bota¬ 
nists h the name of the Spina or Thorn of Christ, aiid 

supposed to be the shrub which afforded the crown worn by our 
Saviour before his crucifixion. It must have been very tit for 
the purpose, for it has many sharp prickles, well adapted to give 
pain; and as the leaves greatly resemble those of ivy, it is not 
improbable that the enemies of the Messiah chose it from its 
similarity to the plJnt wdth which emperors and generals 
were accustomed to be crowned j and hence that there might 
be calumny, insult, and derision, meditated in the veiy act of 
punishment.’" • 

t Osorius, writing on the sufferings of Christ, observes, 
that “ the crown of tlmrns bored his head with seventy-two 
wounds.” 
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him, and mocked him, saying*, Hail, Kinj^ of the 
Jew's! and tliey spit upon him, and took the reed, 
and smote him on the lioad,” Now, as the word 
Kalnvios incimles all kinds of cancs, it is very pro¬ 
bable tliat this which they put into liis hand as a 
sceptre was not a small one ; for a blow with a slight 
reed would scarce have been felt, or been worthy 
of mention in a detail of such dreadful sufferings. 

PC 

Pilate then “ brought Jesus forth,” ascended bis 
tribunal, which w’as not in llic judgment-hall, but 
in a more public place, called “ the pavement,” 
(probably from a curious piece of mosaic work 
which adorned it,) or “ Gabbatba,” (an elevated 
plac(?j) 'and proceeded to pass sentence on the di¬ 
vine and lowly sufferer. And Pilate said unto 
the Jews, “ Behold your king!” perhaps in scorn 
of them ; as if a king crowned with thorns, and 
covered with stripes, befitted such a people. When 
they still persisted in demanding his crucifixion, he 
asked them whether he should crucify their 
king;” and though, on other occasions, they had 
many doubts and objections, even concerning the 
lawfulness of submitting, or paying tribute to, the 
Roman emperor; yet to gratify their malice they at 
onoe exclaimed, that they had “ no king butCsesar.”* 

4 

^ The jealous tyranny and cruelty of Tiberius Cieaar, who 
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Upon which Pilate, perhaps deeming this conces¬ 
sion, from so turbulent a people, of considerable 
importance, got over all Ijis scruples, and delivered 
up Jesus to be crucified, * “ And after that they 

had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, 
and put his own raiment on him, and led him away 
to crucify him/’f It was usual for a malefactor to 


was then emperor, arc well known, and Pilalo, probablj fear- 
injj lost some spies should cairy an a(TUsutioii against biin to 
Rome, immediately yielded to their injustice. 

*• Josephus expressly assures us, that I'ilate having slain a 

considerable number of seditious Samaritans, was deposed 

from his government by Vitellius, and sent to Tiberius at 

Rome, who died before he arrived there. And Eusebius tells 
... • • 
us, that quickly after, (having, as others say, been banished to 

Vienne, in Gaul,) ho laid violent hands on Liin.self, falling on 

his own sword. Agrippa, who was an eye-witness to many 

of his enormities, speaks of him in hi.s oration to Cains Caisar, 

as one "who had been a man of a most infamous character.— 

Abridged from Doddndge by Scoit, 

+ Matt, xxvii. 31. Wo may lorm some conception of this 
scene, if we consider the ferocity, haughtiness, and impiety of 
the idolatrous Roman soldiers, and how they were let loose 
on the mild and holy Jesus, to give full scope to their savage 
and cruel contempt, and to divert themselves with his suffer¬ 
ings, till they were weary of mocking him. When this at 
leil|:th was the case, they took off fre^ him the insignia of 
royalty, and, putting on him his own garments, those who 
who were appointed to he his executioners, led him away to 
cnicify him, Had he suffered as a murderer, they would not 
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bear his own cross, as Lipsius shows from Artemido- 
rus and Plutarch : the former says, the cross is like 
to death, and he that is to be fixed to it first bears 
it. The latter says, And every one of the inalefac- 
tors that are punished in body, carries out his own 
cross.* But “ they found a man of Cyrcnc, 
Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his 
cross.This Simon (who was probably suspected 
to be one of Christ’s disciples,) eitlier carried one 
end of the cross, Jesus going before, and still bear¬ 
ing the other ; or else, Christ being fatigued by the 
foregoing watchings and abuses, was too faint to 
stand under any part of it; and so Simon carried 
it all'in^the company after him; or at least, as 
some think, that piece of Avood which was to be 
fastened across the upright post, and which was 
all that used to be carried by the malefactor.f 

have thus insulted him, but would have in some measure pitied 
his anguish, whilst they executed the sentence of the law 
upon him.— Scott. 

* Wetstein shows this to be the most degrading suffering, 
that of the punishment inflicted on slaves, who were whipped 
tlirough the Circus hearing a gallows (/urea), Cicero de 
Diviiiat. 126. 

t Vide Guyse ot ai:i. Jesus had been so harassed, by 
multiplied fatigues and miseries, that probably he appeared 
almost exhausted: so that the persons employed might fear 
Wat he should die nndor the burden, and escape their further 
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And there followed him a great coinyjany of peo- 
pie, and of women, which also bewailed and la¬ 
mented him. But Jesus, turning unto them, said, 
Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not forme, but weep 
for yourselves and children/’ Vengeance, beyond 
example terrible, would shortly come on their city 
and nation, as the punishment of the enormous 
wickedness about to be perpetrated. For the days 
were at hand, when those women would generally 
be counted most happy, who never had any chil¬ 
dren ; as parents would see their olFspring cruelly 
murdered, or enslaved, or dying by famine or 
pestilence; nay, mothers would even be driven by 
extreme hunger to eat their own infants.* ©f this 
tragical event, the circumstantial description fur¬ 
nished by the pen of Josephus (a Jewish priest, 
who had himself been an eye-witness of it), so 
minutely corresponds with the prediction, that, had 
we not known the contrary, we could hardly have 
helped^ concluding it had been written by a Chris¬ 
tian, in order to illustrate it,* 

“ And there were also two others, malefactors, 
led with him to be put to death.'’t 

cruelties, if they compelled him to hear the cross all the way 
to Golgotha. 

* See the note, p. 113. 

Cv 3 


t Luke zxiii. 27,28. 32. 
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Capital punishments, both among the Jews and 
Romans, were inflicted without their cities: * * * § con- 
sequently, they led Jesus to a place called Golgo* 
tha—in the Latin, Calvary, or the place of a scuHf 
—so called, either because criminals used to be 
executed there, or because there was the common 
charnel house, or repository for dead men’s bones 
and sculls.t And this was by the way-side, where 
persons were continually passing, and where it was 
usual to erect crosses to make public examples of 
malefactors, to deter others from committing the 
like crimes.% Here “ they gave him vinegar to 

• This was particularly observed in the crucifixion of male¬ 
factors. 

Credo ego isthuc, extemplo tibi 
Esse eunduni actutum extra urbem dispessis manibus, 
Patibulum cum habebis.———— 

Pl.AVxrs. 

Cwm Mamertini more atque instituio suo crucem fixissent post 
urbem in vid Pompeid, Tull, 
t Luke xxiii. .‘l.l. 

t Calvary was a small eminence on Mount JVJoriab, without 
the walls of Jerusalem. *' 

§ And Calvary was made a place of sufFering for Christ in 
conformity to common practice,—as it was usual to crucify on 
high places and mountc ins. Ltpsii/s tie CrjMJp, l.iii. c. 13. ^ 
Alexander, the Emperor, ordered an eunuch to be crucified 
hv the way-side, in w’hioh his servants used commonly to go 
to bis country-house, Qutnctiitar^ (Declamat, 275,) observes, 



THE MAN OF S>011U0WS. 


07 


ddnky qnijigled with gall/’* As it is written in the 
BcKJkof PsAjms, They gave me also gall for my 
meat i and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink/'t It Avas customary on such occasions to 
give the person who was about to suffer, some kind 
of stupifying draught, as appears from the follow¬ 
ing passage in the Talmud : “It was usual to give 
the person who was to be put to death, a draught 
of wine mixed with frankincense, to make them 
more insensible of pain.” This was commonly 
provided by their friends, and made an agreeable 
infusion of myrrh or frankincense in wine. In 
place of which, the soldiers seem here, at the insti¬ 
gation of the Jews, to have given Jesus, Avay of 
derision, acid wine, mixed with some bitter herb or 
gall. 

“ And it was the third hour; and they crucified 
him.”| That is, about nine o’clock in the morning. 
The rulers must have been very early and active 
in their proceedings, to have gone through so much 
business, and to l«ive surmoanted so many difficul¬ 
ties, by that hour, 

As often as we crucify criminals, llie most noted ways are 
chosen, where most may behold, and most may be moved with 
fear.” 

* Matthew xxvii, 31. t Psalm Ixix. 21. 

t Mark ijv. 
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Behold now, the Lumb of God’’ “ brought to 
the slaughter !” Sec how quietly he submits to the 
insolence of the proud—the fury of the wrathful— 
the blood-thirsty malice of his enemies! “Asa sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth.”**' When a person was cnicihed, he was 
nailed to the cross, as it lay upon the ground, 
through each hand extended to its utmost stretch, 

I 

and through both the feet together : then the cross 
was erected, and the foot of it thrust, with a vio¬ 
lent jog, i*ito^ hole prepared in the ground^ to 
receive it; ana this jog disjointed the body, whose 
whole weight hung upon the nails, that went 
through che hands and feet, till the person expired 
by the excruciating pain which it occasioned. This 
kind of death, which was the most cruel, shameful, 
and cursed death that could bo devised, was used 
by the Romans only for slaves, and the basest of the 
people, who were capitdl offenders ; but Jesus was 
to endure this, that the very nature of the death it¬ 
self might intimate his^ hearing our sins in his own 
body on the tree; and being made a curse for ws.f 

• Isfiiali liii. 7, 

t Christ hath rodeemtjd us from the curse of the law, 
beings made a curse for us: for it is written, (3ursod is every 
one that hangoth on a tree," Gal, iii. 13. See also 1 Peter 
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At this dreadful moment, while they were piercing 
his hands and his feet, instead of crying out through 
the acuteness of his pain, he calmly, though fer¬ 
vently, prayed for them, and for all who had any 
influence in his death, beseeching God to forgive 
them, and excusing them by the only circum¬ 
stance that could alleviate their guilt,—their igno¬ 
rance ! h'athcr, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.”* This was infinite meekness and 
goodness, truly worthy of the Son of God ; an 
example of forgiveness, which, though it never can 
be equalled by any, is fit to be imitated by all. 
Dr. Ileylinf has well described our Lord’s passion, 
as follows : “ The appointed soldiers dig*th6 hole 
in which tlic cross is to be erected ; the nails and 
the hammer are ready; the cross is placed on the 
ground ; and Jesus lies down upon the bed of sor¬ 
rows. They nail him to it; they erect it; bis 
nerves crack; his blood clistils; he hangs upon 

ii. 24. It is a very remarkable circumstance/’ Bishop 
Porteus observes, ‘‘ that our Saviour was crucified, und our 
deliverance from the bondage of sin completed, in the same 
month and on the same day of the month, that the Israelites 
wefe delivered from the bondage of Eg^pt, by their departure 
from that land. For the Israelites went outof Egypt, and Christ 
was put to death, on the fifteenth day of the month Nisan,” 

• Luke xxiii. S4. t Theolog. Lect. p. 10,S, 
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his wounds, a spectacle to licaven and earth.”* 
Thus was the only-begotten Son of God, who came 
down to save the world, crucified by his own crea¬ 
tures. ‘‘ Hear, O heaven ! O earth, earth, hear ! 
The Lord hath nourished and brought up children, 
and they have rebelled against him.” 

It was usual to put inscriptions upon the cross, 
representing the crime of the person hanging upon 
it: so Pilate (who seems to have intended an irony 
upon the Jews in general) “ wrote a title, and put it 
on the cross. And the writing was, Jesus of Na- 
TiiF, King of the jEws.’'t This was 
written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin; the three 
langiftigtfs at that time most generally understood; 
that all who were then at Jerusalem might be able 
to read it, “ Then said the chief priests of the Jews 
to Pilate, write not, the King of the Jews; but that 

he said, I am the King of the Jews. Pilate an- 

• 

* And this the lowly and innocent Jesus, who wept at 
the grave of Lazarus (John xi. S.*!.), shed tears over his fall¬ 
ing country (Luke xi. 41.), and mourned over the city, say¬ 
ing, “ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that Idllest the prophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would 
I have gathered thy clfildren together, even as a hen gathered! 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!" (Matt, 
xxiii. 37. Luke xiii. 34.) 
t John xix. 19. 
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swored, what I have written I have written;” that 
is, * * * § what I have written shall stand; what I have 
written shall not be altered.* Ho thus rejected 
their application, because they had constrained 
him to crucify Jesus, contrary to his judgment and 
inclination.* The garments of Jesus were now 
claimed by those who were his immediate execu¬ 
tioners, according to the custom of their own coun- 
try ; but as the uppermost vesture (being a cloak 
or mantle) was of one piece of cloth, without any 
seam,f and would be spoiled by being cut in pieces, 
they cast lots for that; and so, without design, 
fulfilled the prophecy of the Psalmist, “ They part 
my garments among them, and cast lots •up&n my 

vesture.’*t 

Two thieves were crucified with him—the one 
on his right hand, the other on the left.’*§ They 
were all three in a row, and Jesus was placed in 

* This s«oms to have been done with that W'armth and in¬ 
flexibility w’hichPmi.o reprost,*nts as part of Pilate’s character. 

t Very probably this vesture was the work of some of those 
women, who ministered to our Lord; and it seems to hare 
been considered as both curious and valuable. 

f Psalm 18. They stripped Cifirist of his clothes be¬ 
fore they fixed him on the cross, and crucified him naked, as 
was the custom of the Romans. Liptiius de Cruccy lib.ii. c.7. 

§ Mark xv. 37. 
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tlie middle, as il' lie had been a more notorious 
criminal than either of tlie other sufferers. This, 
however, like all other things, was overruled by the 
providence of God, to fulfil another ancient pro¬ 
phecy of the Messiah’s ‘‘ being numbered with 
transgressors” *—which intimated, that though he 
w^as perfectly innocent himself, yet he stood in the 
eye of the law as an offender, whilst he bore the 
sins of his people. “ And they that passed by re¬ 
viled him, wagging their heads and saying. Thou 
that dcstroyest the temple and buildest it in three 
days, save thyself: if thou be the Son of God, 
come down from the cross. Likewise also the 
chiefi priests mocking him, with the scribes and 
elders, said, He saved others; himself he cannot 
save; if he be the King of Israel, let him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe him. He 
trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will 
have him; for he said, I am the Son of God.”J- This 
insulting demand showed, that all the unquestion¬ 
able miracles be had wrought before, in healing 

* Isaiah liii. 12. 

t Matt, xxvii. 39—43. Probably they did not know, that 
in this daring impiety, enmity, and blasphemy, they used 
the very words which the prophet had put into the mouths of 
the murderers of the Messiah, a thousand years before! (as 
may be seen in Psalm xxii. 7,8,) 
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the sick, and raising the dead, stood for nothing, and 
were not to be believed; unless he would do that, 
which in reality would have been inconsistent with 
the great design of his coming into the world for the 
redemption of his people. The miracle was, that 
the Son of the Most High hung bleeding still upon 
the cross! Had he come down from the accursed 
tree, such were the obstinate prejudices of their 
hearts, that even then they would not have believed 
in him. And yet, as Grotius says, if Christ had 
designed only to confirm his doctrine, and not to 
make an atonement for sin, his delivering himself 
from the cross, after he was nailed to it, would 
have undoubtedly answered that end, raifch *morc 
than his undergoing death itself could bo supposed 
to do it. “ And one of the malefactors which were 
hanged, railed on him, saying, If thou be the Christ, 
save thyself and us.'^ We may challenge universal 
history to furnish another instance, in which any 
person, expiring under the tortures of a cruel exe¬ 
cution, was treated with such derision, contempt, 
and mockery, by all ranks and orders of men, and 
even by one of his fellow-sufferers. This was re¬ 
served for the holy Jesus, th^ brightness of the 
Father’s glory, and the express image of his per¬ 
son,” “ God manifest in the flesh;” and this 
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transaction is a full demonstration of apostate 
man’s rancorous enmity to the holy iraa^e, trutli, 
and law of his Creator: and a sufheient confuta¬ 
tion of all the flatterinp^ representations of proud 
moralists and philosophers, who know more of 
every thing than of God and of themselves. I ndeed. 
prophets and martyrs, who were renewed to some 
measure of the same image, and stood up for the 
same truths, always met with an adequate propor¬ 
tion of the same treatment: but it lias been con¬ 
fined to them, and malefactors have almost univer¬ 
sally been exempted from it. The perfect patience 
and meekness of this holy snfierer, in the midst of 
sucli provocations, which he was well able to 
avenge, is truly worthy of our peculiar attention. 

But the otlier malefactor rebuked his neighbour, 
saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art 
in the same condemnation ? And we indeed justly, 
for we receive'the dqe'reward of our deeds: but 
this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said 
unto Jesus, Lord, remember me ^hen thou comest 
into thy kindom : and Jesus said unto him, Verily 
I say unto thee, To-day shall thou be with me in 
Paradise.”* ^ * 


* Luke xxiii. 39—43. 
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Here was evidently tlie su])stance, or embryo, 
of all Christian g;raccs, which would have been 
expanded in all the actions of a holy life, had time 
been allowed. Perhaps the thief actually more ho¬ 
noured Christ in this short space than many do, who 
live a number of years to profess faith in him : and, 
in short, here were evidently botli the title to “ the 
inheritance of the saints in light,” and the ineetness 
for it. Our Lord, therefore, without delay, and in 
tlie most solemn manner, assured him, that “ on 
that very day he should be with him in l^artidise.” 
“ That day was then passing apace, and many 
crucitied persons used to hang far longer on the 
cross, than from the time wlien Jesus and the two 
malefactors were suspended, till the close of it: but 
our Lord predicted both his own death, and that of 
the penitent thief, before the setting of the sun, 
when the Jewish day ended, and their immediate 
entrance into a slate of * hap])iness. This was 
doubtless intended as the grand display of the 
Redeemer’s power and grace, in the view of num¬ 
berless invisible spectators; and for the instruction 
of mankind, in all future ages, about those things 
th?t relate to the freedom and*sovereignty of his 
mercy, the efficacy of his atoning blood, and the 
omnipotence of his saving arm. Thus he tri- 
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umphed over Satan upon the cross, and delivered 
the prey from the very jaws of that devouring lion, 
even in the crisis of his deepest humiliation. Thus 
he communicated life, when he was in the very 
agonies of death ; and he dispensed pardons, and 
disposed of kingdoms, as from a glorious throne, 
even while hanging on the tree, as a slave and a 
malefactor !”*' 

This occurred about the sixth hour,’’ when 
an extraordinary alteration in the face of nature 
took place, for ‘‘ there was darkness over all the 
earth until the ninth liour.”t—A change peculi¬ 
arly proper, while the Sun of Righteousness was 
withdrawing his beams from the land of Israel, and 
from the world; not only because it was a miracu¬ 
lous testimony formed by the Almighty to his 
innocence, but also because it was a fit emblem of 
his departure and its effects. The Jews had been ac¬ 
customed to the figurative language relative to the 
eclipses of luminaries, as significative of some 
extraordinary revolution or calamity; and could 
not but recollect the words of Amos on this occa¬ 
sion—And it shall come to pass in that day, saith 
the Lord God, thrf*, 1 will cause the sun to go down 

* Scott* Henry, }5rowne. 

t From noon until three o’clock. 
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at noon, and 1 will darken the enrtli in the clear 
day ; and I will turn your feasts into raourninj^, and 
all your songs inlo lamentation ; and 1 will bring 
np sackcloth upon ail loins, and baldness upon 
every head ; and J will make it as the mourning of 
an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.""^ 
The lieathcns, likewise, had been taught to look on 
these circumstances as indications of the prepara¬ 
tion of some atrocious and enormous crime. And 
what greater could the .lews be guilty of than that 
which they were now committing ? 

IHiis darkness beginning about noon, and con¬ 
tinuing till Jesus expired, was not the effect of an 
ordinary eclipse of the sun, for that can never hap¬ 
pen except when the moon is about the cliange ; 
whereas it was now full, as it always is at the time 
of the passover ; nut To mention that total darkness, 
occasioned by eclipses of the sun, never continues 
above twelve or fifteen mjputes. Wherefore, it 
must have been produced by the divine power, in a 
manner not to be accounted for from natural 
causes. The darkness was so remarkable, that 
some heathen authors have mentioned it; and 
speak of it as universal,t and jo great that the 

• Amos viii. 9, lo. 

t Tertullian seems to embrace thxs o|nmon, calling the 

H 3 
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stars appeared in heaven, and the day was turned 
into night. It is reported, says vSuidas, that Dio¬ 
nysius saw it in Egypt; and knowing that it could 
not be a natural eclipse, because it was at the time 
of the full moon, and lasted three hours together, 
he, though a heathen philosopher, said, “ Either 
the Divinity suffers, or sympathizes with a sufierer; 
or the frame of the world is dissolved.*’* 

To continue the narrative of the Evangelist, 
“ There stood by the cross of Jesus, his mother, 
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, 
and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus, therefore, 
saw his mother and the disciple standing by whom 
he loved, he saith unto his mother. Woman,f be- 

' i 

hold thy son ! Then saith he to the disciple, Be¬ 
hold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple 
took her to his own home.”t 


failure of the sun the misfortune of the worlds* which they 
had recorded in the Roman archives. 

* Foole*s Synopsis^ “ But were we to suppose, with others,” 
Guvse observes, that this darkness was only over all the 
land of Palatine, it was no less miraculous.” 

t ** Woman.” The greatest princesses were thus accosted, 
even by their own servants, among the ancients; and Jesus 
now spoke to his mcUier from the cross, with the most eO' 
deared affection and tenderness. 

I John xix. g6, 27, 
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The inward anguish, and the conflicting thoughts 
and affections with which the mind of Mary must 
have been agitated, on this most distressing occa¬ 
sion, can never be described nor imagined. But, 
considering all the expectations excited by the 
conception, birth, and infancy of Jesus, and all 
the miracles, and other extraordinary circumstances 
of his public ministry, shtt could scarcely doubt, 
even when she saw him expire»on the cross, that he 
was the promised “ Messiah, the king of Israel.^^ 
After Josephus death, and our Lord’s entrance on 
his ministry, it is probable that Mary had generally 
attended him : and, being now present to behold 
his crucifixion, Jesus, amidst all his own sufferings 
was tenderly mindful of her ; and by turning her 
attention to John, the beloved disciple, as one who 
would be as a son to her, and whom she should 
love, for his sake, as her own son; and by mention¬ 
ing her to him as his “ ‘mo^ier^* to whom he was to 
perform the duty of that relation for his sake ; he 
efl’ectually influenced John to take her to him, and to 
provide for her, and treat her with all respect and 
affection, as long as she lived. How long that was, 
0% where John from that time rejided, we are not in¬ 
formed in Scripture; and history gives us little infor¬ 
mation that can be depended on. It is probable,that 
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Mary was exposed to persecution among tlie primi¬ 
tive Clu'istians; and some of the ancients report 
that she at length died a martyr. 

And about the ninth hour,’' our Lord being 
probably 0}>prcssed with a measure of the same 
inward horror, as when in the garden, cried out 
aloud, “ Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani ? that is to say, 
My God,* my God, wh>y hast thou forsaken ine^”|' 
This doleful exclamation of Jesus showed, that the 
total want of “the light of (rod’s countenance" 
on his soul, and the sense of his frown and wrath 
against him, as our Surety, were far more dreadful 
than all his complicated outward sulferings ; that 
his confidence in his Father, together with Ids love, 
zeal, submission, and every holy affection, were un¬ 
abated and most perfect, even in that dreadful 
hour ; and that there was no cause in him, why he 
should be thus forsaken, it being wholly tlirough his 
willing answerableness fgr the sins of his people : 


* There is an hidden emphasis in the Hebrew word. Fl 
signifies o strong God: JClt, Kli, my strong God, my stnmg 
God. 

t Matt, xxvii. 46. Psalm xxii. 1. "Is it nothing to you, 
all ye that pass by 1 behold, and see if there be any sorrpw 
like unto my sorrow, wliich is done unto me, wherewith the 
Ix)rd hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.” La¬ 
mentations i. 12!, 
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yet he was brought into this extreme agony to give 
Cod’s 'wrath satisfaction for the sins of the world ; 
to wJiich end the (ojdhcad did not only for a time 
suspend the influence of its power, as Dlodati ob>- 
serves—so far as it was fitting to let him suffer 
incomprehensible pains, even to the full measure 
of (iud’s ordinance, (though it never forsook him 
so far as to disable him to vanquish and overcome 
thern)'^'—but did also make him feel the horror and 
weight of God's wrath against sin, the burden of 
which he had undertaken.f And some of them 
that stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold 
he calleth Elias."t Grotius remarks, that these 
could not liave been the Roman soldfers, who 
cannot be supposed to have read so much of the 
Jewish Scriptures, or to have conversed so much 
with Jews upon religious subjects, as to have been 
acquainted with the character and name of Elias. 
Nor indeed can we suppose that they were our 
Lord's countrymen, who must have frequently read 
this Psalm^ in the original, and consequently have 


* Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom 
my*soul delighteth ; 1 have put ray SpAit upon him ; he shall 
bring forth judgment to the Clentiles.” Isaiah xlii. 1. 

t See Matt. xxvi. 38, S9. Luke xxii. 41; and G&l. iii. 13. 
$ Mark xv. 35. § Psalm xxii. 
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known the meaning of this quotation. They might 
have been the Hellenist Jews, who, hearing the 
word “ Eli,” and being ignorant of Hebrew, might 
naturally imagine, that our Lord was calling upon 
Elias. AVhat may contribute to this mistake, was 
the general opinion, that Elias was to appear again 
in person among the Jews; that he was to pre- 

rt 

cede the Messiah ; and that the time of his ap¬ 
pearance was likewise at hand. Although Christ 
is said to have been “ fairer than the children of 
men,” since Ins human nature was the immediate 
produce of the Holy Spirit, and without sin,—Be¬ 
hold him at this moment! wounded and bleeding, 
wearied ‘and pale, worn and wasted with the 
agonies of mind and body, as the prophet had said,’^ 
with “ no form nor comeliness “ no beauty that we 
should desire him”^—his “ strength dried up,” 
when he cried “ 1 thirstencompassed by his ene¬ 
mies, who are compared‘^to bulls for their lage, their 
fierceness, and their fury against him.§ And to a 
pack of hounds surrounding a distressed and pant- 
* Isaiah liii. ii. 

t When our Lord was but a little past thirty years of age, 
his sorrows, pains, and persecutions had so worn him, fiiat 
the judged him towards lifty. John vtii, 57, 

t xix. 

, $ Psalm x-xii. 1 2. See also Psalm ii, 1,2* 
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ing animal which they have hunted down, and 
whose blood they are insatiably thirsting after.* 
Judge of what he felt by the expressions of the 
prophet, in the mystical Psalm, “ My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me ? Why art thou so far 
from helping me, and from the words of my roaring ? 
O rny God, 1 cry in the day time, but thou hearest 
not; and in the night season, and am not silent. Our 
fathers trusted in thee; they trusted, and thou didst 
deliver them.—But 1 am a worm, and no man ; a 
reproach of men, and despised of the people.—I 
am poured out like water : My heart is melted like 
wax in the midst of my bowels. Thou hast brought 
me into the dust of death. My God, my God, why 
hast THOU forsaken me V* 

See him writhing with agonies !-—his bones ap¬ 
pearing through his desh f—poured out like 
water,'* and “ his heart as wax melted in the midst 
of hig bowels." I How awrtl must have been the 
wrath and fury of God, which was poured forth 

* Psalm xxii. 16. 

t Psalm xxii. 17. XiiEononET says, When our ?)l 0 ssod 
Lort^was extended on the cross, and his limbs writhed with 
agonies, the spectators might easily tell all his bones ; and it 
is recorded that they looked or stared at him.' See Zech. xii. 10. 
"i’he Chaldee reads, I can count all my wounds* 
t Psalm xxii. 14. 
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like fire upon him! If llie heart of Christ, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, melted at it, what heart 
can endure, or what hands be strong, when God 
deals with man in his wrath When Jesus, in 
his excruciating agony, said, “ I thirst,’" they filled 
a sponge with vinegar, and put it to his mouth.f 

* Ey.ekiel xxii, 14. 

t John xix. 2a, 2‘). Our Saviour’s ^reai thirst must hovo 
been occasioned by his agony of mind—by the quantity 
of blood which lie lost by the scourging—by the crown of 
thorns, which was driven deeply into his tomplcs—and by the 
wounds, from the nails passing through his hands and feet. 

J met with tlie following passiigo in a work ontiilod “The 
Young Christian;” it is quoted from ^‘the narrative of a sol¬ 
dier," and may serve to illustrate this point:— 

1 remember well as w'e moved down in column, shot and 
shell flow over and through it in quick succession. We sus¬ 
tained little injury from either, but a captain of the twenty- 
ninth had been dreadfully lacerated by a ball, and lay directly 
in our patli. We passed close to him; he knew us all; and 
the heart-rending tone in which he called to us for water, or to 
kiU him, 1 shall never forgefc. He lay alone, and w^e were in 
motion and could give him no succour, for on this trying day 
such of the dying as could not walk, lay unattended where 
they fell. All was hurry and struggle; every arm was wanted 
in the field.” 

“ During severe he^morrhairy (that is, a great flow of blood) 
the pulse is frequent^ the skin is hot, and there is great thirst 
and restlessness ; with a pale and bloodless countenance, great 
weakness, and disposition to syncope,” (that is, to fainting or 
swooning.)-—Gregory's “ Practice of Physic,” apd Cooper’s 
“ Surgical Dictionary.” 
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** The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Klias 
will come to save him.”* But when Jesus liad re¬ 
ceived the vineg'ar, knowing that all things were 
now accomplished, he said, ‘‘It is finished.”! 
What was finished ? All that the prophets had fore¬ 
told ; all that the types prefigured ; all that the 
justice of God required, as an atonement for sin, 
in order to the reconciliation of sinners to himself; 
all that the honour of his law and government 
demanded : and whatever was necessary for the 
glory of all the divine perfections, in man's sal¬ 
vation, was now completely finished; and so was 
the victory over Satan, sin, the world, and death, 
as far as our Lord’s personal obedience* and suf¬ 
ferings were concerned. 

Perhaps the darkness continued nearly to the 
time when Jesus said “It is finishedand then 
the darkness and horror seem to have been re¬ 
moved also from his nn'nd; and an inexpressible 
joy in the sense of his Father’s love, the near 
approach of his glory, and the blessed eflccts of 
his sufferings, to have filled his soul. lie there¬ 
fore immediately after exclaimed, “ Father, into 
thy hands I commend my s|)irit;”| and having 

• Matt- xxvii. 49. t John xiz. 30. 

t Luke xxiii. 46. 
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‘‘cried a^ain \yith a loud voice,” lie yielded up 
the ghost.”* That is, (as the original hath it) 
he dismissed his spirit; an expression admirably 
suited to our Lord’s words; “Therefore doth my 
Father love me, because I lay down my life, that 
I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, 
but 1 lay it down of myself: I have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take it again.”f 
Showing (as the strong erg —which so much im¬ 
pressed the Centurion—did) that he died by the 
voluntary act of his own mind ; while, by his 
own power, and in a way peculiar to himself, he 
alone of all men that ever existed, could have con¬ 
tinued alive, even in the greatest tortures, as long as 
he pleased, or have retired from the body whenever he 
thought fit. This view of the case, says the venerable 
Doddridge, suggests an illustration of the love of 
Christ manifested in his death, beyond what is 
commonly observed; inasmuch as he did not use 
this power to quit his body as soon as ever it was 
fastened to the cross, leaving only an insensible 
corpse to the cruelty of his murderers: but con¬ 
tinued his abode in it, with a steady resolution, as 
long as it was proper: and then retired from it 


» 


Mftttljew xxvii. 50* 


t John X, 17, 18. 
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\vitli a majesty and dignity never known, nor to be 
known, in any other death if it may be 

so expressed, like the Prince of Life ! “ And 

behold the veil of the temple w'as rent in tw^ain, 
from the top to the bottom.”* This happened 
about tlie ninth hour, which was the hour of even¬ 
ing- sacrifice. Some of the p^ricsts must have been 
in the temple, burning incense, at the time when 
it happened. The sudden rending of the veil must 
therefore have struck terror into tlie priests, and 
suddenly exposed the IIoi.y of Holies, t (which 
had hitherto been carefully concealed,) to the view 
of the people. The Jewish Rabbins themselves 
mention this as having happened about fdVty ye-ars 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, and consider 
it as a presage of ?hat destruction. Hereby it was 
intimated, that the distinction between Jew and 
Gentile was now abolished, and free access ai!o\ved 
to all true believers, of wSatever nation, to enter 
through Jesus Christ into the kingdom of heaven. 
Then, saith the Evangelist, “ the earth did quake.” 
—Now, Pliny and Macrobius both mention a very 

* IMait. rxvii. 51* 

1 From the allusion made to this, Hebrews x. 19, 120. it 
appears not to have been the veil before the Holy Place, but 
that which separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. 
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remarkable earthquake which liappened in tlie 
rei'^n of Tiberius Ceesar, and by which no less than 
twelve cities were destroyed in Asia. And the 
rocks rent.”—We are told, that the clefts in the 
rocks are still to be seen at Jerusalem. Mr.Fleming 
informs us—in his Christology—^that a Deist lately 
travelling through Palestine, was converted by 
viewing one of these rocks, which still remains torn 
asunder, not in the weakest place, but across the 
veins; a plain proof that it was done in a super¬ 
natural manner.^ Then the graves were opened, 
and many bodies of the saints which slept, arose, 
and came out of the graves after his resurrection, 
and weiit into the holy city, and appeared unto 
many.^i The ancient sepulchres were hewn out of 
rocks, which, being rent by the earthquake, dis¬ 
covered the cells in which the bodies of the dead 
were deposited. Some suppose that these saints 
were the Patriarchs, otliers, that they were the Old 
Testament Martyrs; but it seems more natural to 
apprehend, that they were such as Simon, Zecha- 
rias, John the Baptist, and others, who believed in 


* Sandys, in his excellent Travels, l>age 102, has given an 
ftceurate description and delineation of this fissure, 
t Matthew xxvii. 62, 53. 
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Christ, and were known to many in Jerusalem/ 
But though their graves were at this time opened, 
the persons did not rise out of them till tlie resur¬ 
rection of Jesus, who thereby demonstrated liirnself 
to be the first fruits from the dead. J Consequently, 
it seems that the tombs stood open Csll the Sabbatli, 
when the law would not allow any attempt to close 
them. What an awful and astonishing spectacle 
must this have been! espccidll;^ if their resurrection 
was not instantaneously accomplished, but by such 
slow degrees, as that represented in iizekiers 
vision, f “ Now when the centurion, and they that 
were with him watching Jesus,§ saw the earthquake, 
and those things that were done, he said, Truly 
this man was the Son of God.'’|| Only four sol¬ 
diers were employed in nailing Jesus to the cross; 
but a considerable number, commanded by a cen- 

* It would be wrong to indulge vain curiosity, by inquiring 
further who they were: but as they are said to have “ appeared 
to maiij,’* and. not to have continued with them; it seems 
probable, that they also went to heaven, with or after their 
ascended ^avioui, 

t Doddridge. t E3«)ki©l xxxvii. 

$ It was usual with the Homans to set soldiers to watch 
tho?e who were crucified, not only before they expired, but 
after they were dead, lest they should be taken down and 
huried.— Lipsius de Cruce^ hb. ii. c. 16. 
li Matt, xxvii. 54, Mark xv. 39. 

I 3 
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turion, watched him whilst he hung there. These 
were greatly alarmed at what they saw and heard, 
and “ they glorified God,” perhaps by confessing 
their guilt and deprecating his vengeance; and 
they acknowledged, that “ Truly this was the Son 
of God.” It is not to be supposed, that the soldiers, 
who joined with the centurion in this confession, 
and who seem to have been the same as had 
crowned Jesus with thorns and mocked him, should 
understand the full meaning of these words; yet 
we may reasonably conclude, that this conviction 
terminated in the conversion at least of some of 
them, and perhaps of the very persons who nailed 
him to th^ cross ; according to his prayer, “ Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
** And all the people that came together to that 
sight, beholding the things which were done, smote 
their breasts, and returned.”* “ And many women 
were there, beholding .afar off, among which was 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the Mother of James 
and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee^s children ;”-f 
“ (Who also, when he was in Galilee, followed him, 
and ministered unto him ;) and many other women 

* Luko xxiii. 4B. 

+ Mutt, xxvii. b(u 
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which came up with him unto Jerusalem.”* Anxious 
concern and affection induced them to be present; 
and perhaps they stood afar off, for fear of tlie 
outrages of the multitude. Words cannot express 
—nay, imagination fails to conceive, the mixed 
emotions of love, reverence, gratitude, sorrow, 

* Mark xv. 41. How tiiTectjpnnto and attontixre to our 
Lord, watj womankind ! be it liere Temorabered and related to 
bor lionour. If death and the curse*came into the world by a 
woman, (Jen. in. so also did life and health. God sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman. Cal. iv. 4. The women of the Old 
'I’ehtameiii desired children, if hn^tpily one or other might be¬ 
come the mother of the Saviour of the world. And when the 
Saviour was come, women rejoiced in him, before either man 
or angel, Luke i. 4‘4—46. We read not that man ever gave * 
imlo Christ so much as one farthing , hut the women followed 
him, and ministered to him of their siihstanco, Luke viii. 2, 3. 
'Twas a woman that washed Lis feet with tears, Luke vii. 37— 
50. And a woman that anointed his body to the hurial, John 
xi. 2; xii. 3. They were women who wept when ho was 
going to the cross, Luke xxiii. 27, And women that followed 
him from the cross, Matt, xtvii. 55, 56. Luke xxiii. 55. 
And tint sat over against his sepulchre, when he was buried. 
Matt, xxvii. 01. I’hey were women that were first with him 
at his resurrection mom, Luke xxiv. 1, And women that 
brought tidings first to his disciples that he was risen from 
tlie dead, Luke xxiv. 22, 23. Women therefore are highly 
fi^cured, and notwithstanding all l^e reproach which bad 
men may cast upon them, are sharers with us in Uie grace of 
life, and far more worthy than we, of eternal crowns of 
glory I 
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compassion, anxiety, and despondency, wliich 
must have agitated tlieir minds on this occasion. 
We find from John, who also was present (as be¬ 
fore remarked), that Mary the niotlicr of Jesus, 
was a spectator of the distressing scene ; when ‘‘ a 
swoid’’ must indeed have “ pierced her” heart and 
inmost “ soul.”* 

When they intended* to hasten the death of tlie 
crucified person hisUegs were broken: for, other¬ 
wise, they sometimes lingered on the cross for seve¬ 
ral days in the most excessive agony and torture. 

The Jews, therefore, because it was the prepara¬ 
tion, that the bodies should pot remain upon the 
cross on .the Sabbath-day, (for that Sabbatli-day 
Was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs 
might be broken, and that they might be taken 
away. Then came the soldiers and brake the legs 
of the first, and of the other which was crucified 
with him.j But when *thcy came to Jesus, and 
saw that he was dead already they brake not his 
legs.” I And the reason Jesus had expired before 

* Luke ii. 35. 

t And thus they were instrimiental to the fulfilment of our 
Lord’s promise to the penitent thief, that he should ** that dui/ 
be with him in paradise.” 

t John xix. 31, 32, 33. According to the Jewish law, 
Peut. xxi. 22, 23, the body ol one that was hanged on a tree, 
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the other two, arose, either from the intense dis¬ 
tress which he felt upon his mind; or proceeded 
rather from his having laid down his life willingly, 
so soon as the appointed time was come, and, as 
some think, just at the hour when the Paschal lamb 
was to be slain.* Then one of the soldiers with 
a spear” (in a most contemptuous and inhuman 
manner) puerced his side, and forthwith came 
thereout blood and water.* How far the spear 
entered Christ’s body, and whether it struck into 
tlie cavity of the breast, or into the pericardium, 
and let out the liquid in which the heart swims 
there; or whether it pierced the heart itself, has 
been variously conjectured ; and possibly, it may 
be difficult to account for this distinct flow of 
blood and water upon the principles of anatomy. 
But it was an evident proof that Jesus was really 
dead ; and there was something extraordinary and 

was not to reiuiaiu all night, hut to he taken down that day, 
and buried,—though this was not always observed. ‘I .Sam. 
XXI. 9, 10. WJjat was the usage of the Jew's at this time is not 
certain,—according to the Roman law's, sucli bodies huug till 
they were consumed, or devoured by birds of prey; w’here- 
fo?e, that their land might not he defined, and e.spGcially their 
Sal)hatli, by the bodies remaining on the cross, they desired to 
have them taken down. 

* Vide Wait. 


t J ohu xix* 34. 



94 


THE MAN or SORROWS. 


mysterious, if not miraculous, in this circumstance 
of his death, since the Evangelist here takes such 
particular notice of it,—lays such weight upon the 
truth of his record about it, saying, “ he that saw it 
bare record, and his record is true ; and he know- 
oth that he saith true, that ye might believe;”*— 
and refers to it as a matter of great importance, 
adding, “ This is he that came by water and blood, 
even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water 
and blood : and it is the Spirit that beareth wit¬ 
ness, because tlie Spirit is truth. For there are 
three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy (ihost: and these three are 
one. And there are three that bear witness in 
earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood : 
and tliese three agree in one.”t Here it is evident 
that the Apostle considers the blood and water as 
emblems of the distinct parts of salvation ; namely, 
the pardon of our sins tlfrough the atoning blood of 
Christ, and the cleansing of our hearts by the sanc¬ 
tification of the Holy Spirit, which is conferred 
upon us through the obedience unto death of our 
divine Saviour; and of which, indeed, Baptism 
and the Lord’s Sufpper are signs, memorials, aW 
pledges. 

John xix. 3h, 


t I .fobn, V. 6, 7, ft. 
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Now, “ these tilings were done, that ilie Scrip¬ 
ture should be fultilled, A bone of him shall not be 
broken.”'*' “ And behold, there was a man named 
Joseph, a counsellor, and he W'as a good man, and 
a just: (the same had not consented to the coun¬ 
sel and deed of them :) he was of Arimathea, a city 
of the Jews.f who also himself waited for the king- 
dom of God. This man went unto Pilate, and 
begged the body of Jesus.“ And Pilate mar¬ 
velled if he w^as already dead : and calling unto him 
the centurion, he asked liim whether he had beeri 
any while dead. And when he knew it of the cen¬ 
turion, he gave the body to Joseph.”§ Let it here 

* 

* John xix. Exodus xii. Numbers ix. 12. Psalms 
xxii, 14, xxxiv. 5^0. xxxv. 10. 

t Arimathea was the territory about Raraatlia, a high 
mountain near Joppa, and situated betwixt it and Jerusalem. 
Joseph seems to have been a member of tbe Sanhedrim, from 
what is said of his not consenting^ to the death of Jesus ; and 
it is moreover conjectured, that ho was also one of the Go¬ 
vernor's counsellors, which he might be, if he had* the privi¬ 
lege of a Roman citizen, as Paul had. 

t Luke xxiii. 'iO, 51, 52. ** His confidence must have been 
very great: as by asking for the body of Jesus, he could not 
but openly oppose himself to all die Jews, and even to Pilate 
himlelf."— Beza . 

$ Mark xv. 44, 45. Jesus hung six hours in torture on the 
cross, yet Pilate marvelled that he died so soon ! His care in, 
ascertaining Christ’s death, precluded those objections, which 
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be remembered, that the rich and high station of 
Joseph are mentioned, not out of any vanity and 
ostentation, that a person of such eminence should 
pay respect to the body of our blessed Lord ; but 
chiefly to show, how strangely God brought about 
an ancient prophecy concerning the Messiah, 
namely, that notwithstanding the infamous manner 
of his dying, he should ** make his grave with the 
rich at his death which, in itself, was a most 
unlikely thing; not only because the bodies of them 
that were crucified, did, by the Roman laws, hang 
upon the gibbet, sometimes until they were con¬ 
sumed, but because the Jews (though they did not 
allow of'this severity to the dead) did nevertheless 
always bury their malefactors in some public, neg¬ 
lected, and ignominious place; and so, in all pro¬ 
bability, must our Saviour have been treated, had 
not Joseph applied himself to the Governor, in 
whose disposal the bodies of executed persons 
were.t “ And there came also Nicodemus, (which 

the Jews might otherwise doubtless have started against the 
reality of his resurrection, seeing his body was conceded for 
interment to his friends. We do not find, that any, either oi' 
the rulers or people, csver pretended that he had not rl^ally 
been dead« * Isaiah liii, 9, 

t Although Joseph had not declared himself hitherto openly 
for Jesus, he might Im encouraged to make this request, from 
the reluctance which Pilate had shown to condemn Jesus. 



THE MAN OK SORROWS. 


97 


lit the first came to .lesus by night,)’' and brought 
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred 
pound weight/'i Tlien took they the body of 
Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, 
as the manner of the Jews is to bury. Now in tlie 
place where he was crucified there was a garden ; 
and in the garden a new sypulchre, wherein was 
never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus there¬ 
fore, because of the Jews’ preparation day ; for the 
sepulchre was nigh at'hand “ and rolled a great 

Jolmiii, 1, U, and vii. 50, 

t .folin xix. 3‘>, This tlie practice of tlio Jews : Itence 
w'o read of “ flie spices of the dead.” Jt was one of the cere¬ 
monies customary in Israel to perform to the dead.^Mo/jaom'dcs 
ohserves that they anoint thoia wath various sorts of spices. 
(Gim., iti loc.') 

Notwithstanding the Jews object to the quantity of spices 
hrougfht to embalm the bi^dy of Jesus, as being unnocessnnly 
profuse and incredible, it ap]>ears from their own wti tings 
that they were used in great abundance on some such occa.- 
sions, as may be seen from U Chronicles, (chap. xvi. verse 14.) 
In the 1 almud, (IMussechcth Semacoth, viii.) it is said tliat 
unless than eighty pounds of spices were used at the funeral 
of Jlabbi Gamaliel the Klder • and at the funeral of flerod, 
Josephus xvii, 8, 3,) informs us, that the procession 

wan followed by five hundred of his doiuestica carrying spices, 
t John xix. 40 —The place of*our Lord’s crucifixion 
and sepulchre, as shown to travellers at present, is within the 
city. If then the right place be shown, as it seems probable, 
the site of Jerusalem must have been considerably altered in 
the lapse of so many ages, 

K 
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sl^one unto the door of the sepulchre/’*' “And 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary tlie mother of Joses, 
beheld where he was laid.”|' “And tlie women 
also whidi came with him from Galilee, followed 
after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body 
was laid. And they returned, and prepared spiee^ 
and ointments; and rested the Sabbath-d y ac¬ 
cording to the commandment ”j The circiuiistan 
of this sepulchre and burial, so minutely dcscribevi 
afford a most convincing evidence of the certainty 
of the resurrection of Jesus. Firsly because the 
sepulchre was near the city; where t^ie dls^'iples, 
after ihcir late }>anic, would not venture to form a 
party to e'arry him away ; especially as it was full 
muon, and the whole city and suburbs at this tim^ 
so much crowded with people who had come ir- to 
the passover.§ Secondly, because it was a new se¬ 
pulchre, so that no other person can be supposed to 

« 

have risen :|| nor could the resurrection be occa- 

’ Mark xv. 46. Matthew xxvii, GO, 
t Mark iv. 47. 

I Luko xxiii. .55, 56. These ingredients they brought with 
a design of testifying their respect, hy embalming the body of 
Jesus, their faith failing them with regard to his resurreetjon, 
which he had once ana again foretold whilst he was yet with 
tliem. 

§ As Stanhope has justly remarked. 

j| As sin and death commenced in a garden, the conqueror 
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sioiicd by his touching' the bones of sonic (Jeeeasod 
Prophet, as formerly happened by the bones of 
Elisha,* Thirdly^ because it was hewn out of a 
rock,^ incapable of being^ undermined or dug 
through; anti therefore there was no possible way 
On a jierson deposited in a place so contrived, to 
out again, exceed only i^t the mouth or door of 
the cave.} And, l^owr/7J?/, because a large stone, 
" hit h (uccurding to Mr. Maui Irel, wlio saw it) is 
tno yards and a quarter long, one bioad, and one 
thick, closed up the entrance of it, which was 
watched by a strong guard of sixty soldiers : so 
that, as the sentry would not suffer the body to be 
conveyed out by this way, the nature cf*the place 
would not allow it by any other ; and, therefore, 
had not our Lord been more than man, he never 

of hoth rose and triumplied over Ihcin in a Uko place ; and 
Chnsl's rising from a new loinli might be an emblem of Ids 
saiictifyin*^ the grave, as the first fruit of them that sleep in 
.1 esus. 

* -2 Kings Kill. !21. 

t The sepulchres were not only made in rocks, but had 
doors by whicli one could go in and out. Those doors were 
fas^ned witli a largo and broad stone rolled against them. It 
was at the shutting up of the sepulcWiro \vith this stone that 
morning began,and after it was shut with this sopulcliral stone, 
it was not lawful to open it. 

t Whitby, Keith, &lc. 
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could have forced his passage out. It is of mighty 
significance to us, that so punctual a description is 
given the Avorld of our blessed Lord’s burial, and all 
the circumstances relating to it, since they all con¬ 
tribute great strength to these two most important 
articles of the Christian faith, the death and re¬ 
surrection OF JESUS.'*' 


The Apostle Ihiul, usaiiiatler of the greatest importance, 
had delivered to tlio Christians at (.’'orintli, as also to oth(;i 
clmndiea, even as he had rceeived it of the I.ord Jesus: 
(l Coiinth. xi. Isaiah xxi. 10. Acts xx. IH—27.) 

that he, the ,’Messiah, the Son of (Jod, had died, a spotless 
sacrifice of infnut<‘, value, for th«' sins of Tiianlcind, as “ tlie 
band' of (h'd that taketh awuiv tin* sin of the world,” m order, 
*' that all w'ho believe in him should not ]»erish,but have ovei- 
laitling life and this agreed wiih the type, projdiecies, and 
proinisi'S of the scrip Lures : that, being really dead, Pilate 
had delivered his body to .loseph of Arimathea, to be boned j 
and tliat on the third day he arose again, as it had been fore¬ 
told. (Psalm xvi. 10, Matt, xii. 38—40. Acts ii. 25—32.) 
To demonstrate his resurrection, on which the whole of Chris¬ 
tianity rested, he first appeared to Peter j (Luke xxiv. 
32—35.) then, in the evening of that day, to those of the 
twelve Apostles who w'ere assembled ; and on the evening of 
the succeeding first day of the week, when 'Thomas w'as pre¬ 
sent and confessed him as ^‘his Lord and God:” (John xx, 
19—29 :) that afterwanJs he appeared to above five hundred 
disciples at once; doubtless in Galilee, where he w^as most 
known, w^hero many of his disciples lived, and where he had 
appointed to meet the Apostles. (Matt, xxviii. 16.) Much 
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1 shall now brin^ this Treatise to a conclusion, by 
quotinjj Newton’s observations on that dreadful im- 


thp p;roatest jairt of these had been still preserved, to b(‘ 
livinj^ Mitnes^os of tl»at parent event; tboiigh “some bad 
ftillen asleep,” having died in fuith and hoi>e, and so departed 
to be present with their Lord. (1 Corinth, w. .) Af¬ 

terwards .lames was favoured with a visit from his risen 
Saviour. I'Jien he was seen of aJJ tlie apostles, before and at 
his asoenaion . (Alatt. xxviii. Jd—20, Mark xvi. J4— J^O. 
ljuke xxiv. 3t)—,5;>. Acts i, J—b, x. 3t>—13 :; and last of 
all, he had graciously mamfe.sted himself to I’aul also, in such 
a manner, that he could not but assuredly know him to be 
.losus, who had been crucified, (Aetsix. 1 — 30,) Jbit, us if 
all luimaii testimony was a small matter, in such an iiiSnitely 
important concern, (Jod bimsedf was pleased to bear witness 
with the Apoistles, in a most extraordinary manner^; conferring 
U])on them the gifts of tongues and of w'orking miracles, f>y 
the Holy Spirit; and enabling them to imparf the same to 
otliers by the laying on of their hands, (.lohn xv, 26, 27. 
Acts viii, 18—24, Heb, ji. 4.) Lhiis the number of unex¬ 
ceptionable witnesses was increased ; the testimony to our 
Lord^s resurrection wuis ditfused on every side ; and his most 
inveterate enemies could not ^eny, that most extraordinary 
mirack'K were performed by those who attested that event. 
(Acts iv. 13—22, particularly verse 16.) In this manner the 
number of the disciples of Jesus was speedily multiplied, by 
tens of tliousands being converted from among those, wdio had 
just before demanded bis cruciiixiou: and Cluistianity got 
ground rapidly on every side, in oppr^ition to all the w'ealtb, 
power, learning, superstition, and philosophy of the world ; 
and by unarmed, unlearned, poor, and despised instruments: 
till at lengtli whole nations embraced the religion of the cru- 
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precation, “ Ilis blood be on us, and on our chil¬ 
dren which the Jews made use of when they 
were about to crucify the Son of God, and whicli 
was inflicted upon them in the calamities which 
they suffered in tlie sie^e of their city, and in the 
difficulties with which theyhave struggled ever since. 

Upon examination, we shall find a strong corre¬ 
spondence between th^ir crime and their punish¬ 
ment.f They put .iesiis to death when the nation 
was assembled to celebrate the passover; and when 
the nation too, was assembled to celebrate the 
passover, Titus shut them up within the walls of 
Jerusalem. ‘The rejection of the true Messiah was 
their crin;»e; and the following of false Messiahs 

cilied Ntizaroue, as the prophets had expressly foretold. 
(Jer. xvi. 11)—21. Amos ix. 11, 12. Zech. viii. 20—23.) 
These effects, which could he asenhed to no power but that of 
God, and the continuance of so humbling and Ij^Jy a religion 
in the world to this day, form a demonstration even to us of 
this important fact: nor has hny past event since the begin¬ 
ning of the world ever been proved, with such complicated 
and abundant evidence. St. Vsiul's conversion, and the pro¬ 
phecies contained in tlio writings of those who testified our 
Lord’s resurrection, and which have been accomplished for 
almost eighteen hundred years, may bo considered as addi¬ 
tional complete divine t^,testations, ’ 

* Matt, xxvii, 23. 

1 Bishop Porteus makes the same observations.—See Jose- 
pliUs ; and Jackson’s “Eternal Truth of the Scriptures.” 
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to their destruction was their punishment. They 
sold and bought Jesus as a slave ; and they them¬ 
selves were afterwards sold and bought as slaves at 
the lowest prices. They preferred a robber and 
murderer to Jesus, whom they crucified between 
two tliieves; and they themselves were afterwards 
infested with bands of thieves and robbers. They 
put Jesus to death lest the Romans should come 
and take aw^ay their place and nation ; and the 
Romans did come and take away their place and 

nation. They crucified Jesus before the walls of 

* 

Jerusalem; and before the walls of Jerusalem they 
themselves were crucified in such numbers, that it 
is said, room was wanting for the crosses, and 
crosses for the bodies.^ Surely it is not possible 

• See JS'fwion C-i ihii Prophecies, voL ii. p. 354, and 
Kiiih’s Fvidence of Prophecy, an admirable work, which 
ouj^ht to be in the hands of every Christian, and from which 
I extract the following intertiiitiiig passage concerning the 
destruefion of .1 erusalem ; 

There shall be f^reat tribulatum^ such as was not from the he- 
ginmi}^ of the world to this time — no, nor ever shall be. There 
shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon his people. 
Ihese are days of vengeance* Such are some of the words of 
Jesus, relative to the destruction of Jerusalem; and all the 
previous prophecies regarding it were of the same sad import. 
The particulars of the siege are all related by Josephus, and 
form a detail of miseries that admit not of exaggeration; and 
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fur any man to lay these things together, rincl not 
conclude the imprecation of the .Tews to be remark¬ 
ably and literally fulfilled upon them ! 


wltick iie repeatodly declares, in terms that entirelv accord 
witlj the lanf^uiige of prophecy, are altogether unequalled in 
the history of tho world. No general description can giv*- a 
just idea of calamities tho most tenihle that ever nation suf¬ 
fered. 'I’lie .lews had assccnhled in their city from all the 
surrounding country, to keep tho feast of unleavened bread. 
It was crowded witli inhabitants when tlu'y were all inij)ij - 
soned within its walls. The passover, winch was commemo¬ 
rative of their first great delivt ratico, had eollerfced tJiem for 
their last signal destmctioii. llefore any external enemy a])- 
peared, the fiercest dibsensioiLS prevailed—the blood of tliou- 
sands was shed by tlieir brethren , they destioyed and burned 
in th "ir frepzy tbeir common provisions for the siego; they 
were destitute of any regular government, and divided into 
three factions. On the cjrtiriiatiori of one of these, each of 
the others contended for tho mastery. I'he most ferocious jind 
frantic,—tlm robbers and zealots, as they are in^scriminatoly 
called, prevailed at last. They entered the temple, under the 
pretence of offering sacrifices, and carried concealed weapons 
for the puipose of assassination. Thoy slew the priests at 
the very altar ; and their blood, instead of that of the victims 
for sacrifice, flowed around it. 'i'hey afterwards rejected all 
terms of peace with tlie enemy ; none were suffered to ^escape 
from the city — every bouse was entered — every article of 
subsistence was pillaged—and the most wanton barbarities 
were committed. N otjf ing could restrain their fury; wherdver 
there was the appearance or scent of food, the human blood¬ 
hounds tracked it out; and, tliough a general famine raged 
around ; though they were ever trampling on the dead; and 
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Let us now conclude by a brief recapitulation, 
and a few practical observations which naturally 

Ihough tlio Irabitutious for tho living were converted into 
cJiuriiel-liiniHes, iiotliing c'onki intirnidato, or appal, or satistvi 
or shock them, till Mary, the dangliter of Kleazar, a lady once 
rich and noble, displayed to them and oflered them all hei 
remiiniinc; food, the hceat of which had attracted them in their 
seni'di—the bitterest morsel that ever molh(*r or mortal tasted 
—the lomnant of her iiiilf-eaten buckling'.* thousand 

* M'onieu snatched the food out of the very mouths of 
their hushands, and sons of tluiir fathers, and mothers of tlieir 
infants.”—Josr: jut us, ]Vur<^ of the Jewb, hook v. eh. x. sect. 3. 

la every' house, if there appeared any scmhluncc of food, a 
battle eiihued, and the dearest friends and relations fought 
w ith one iniother; sJisitching away the miserable provisions 
of life.” Hook vi. ch. iii. sect.:i. ** A woman cUstinguished 

by birth and wealth, uftiT slio had been plundered by the sol¬ 
diers of all her other possessions, boiling her own suckling 
child, ale half of him, and concealing the other half, reserved 
it for another time.” Hook vi. ch. iii. sect, 4. Perhaps tlie 
histories of all other nations on earth together do not contain 
so many well-authenticated inst^unces of the horrid effect of 
desperate hunger, as are found in that of the .Tews, according 
to this most exffaordiuary ancient prediction of their cele¬ 
brated lawgiver.— Tho lender and delicate w'oman among you 
whuh would not adventure the sole of her foot upon the 
ground, for delicateness, and lerideniess, her eyes shall be evil 
tov'^rds tho husband of her bosom, and tow’ards her son and 
towards her daughter, and towards bet young one, .... and 
tow ards her children which she shall bear: for she shall eat 
them for want of all things, secretly, in the siege and strait- 
ness, wherewith tbino enemy shall distress thee in thy gates,” 

Deut. xxviii, /)7. See also Lamentations iv. .3—6. 

* ^ 
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arise out ol’ the solemn subject which we have been 
contemplating. 

Koman soldiers unremittiuf^ly besieged them ; they encom¬ 
passed .lerusaleni with a wall, and hemmed them in on every 
side ; they brougJit down their high and feiu-ed walls to the 
groin 1(1; they slangJiteied the slaughterers, tliey spared not 
tljH peo)do ; the}'^ burned the t(3mple in defiance of the com¬ 
mands, the thieats, and the Resistance of their general. With 
it the hist hope of all t,h(^ Jews was extinguished. They 
raised, at the siglit, an universal, hut an expiring cry of sorrow 
and despair. I'eii thousand were there slum, and six thousand 
victims were enveloped in its blaze. J'l)o whole city, full of 
the faniisli(*d djdng, and of the muidered dead, presented no 
picture but tliat of desjiaii—no scene but of horror. The 
aqueducts and the city-sewers were crowded as tlie last lefuge 
of tfi" hopeV'ss. J'w’o thousand wore found dead there, and 
many W'ere dragged from thence and slain. The Tloinan sol¬ 
diers put all indiscriminately to death, and ceased not till they 
became faint and weary and overpowered with the worh of 
destiuction. But they only sheathed the sw'ord to light the 
torch. They set fin* to the city in various places. The flames 
spread everywhere, and wer^ (diecked but for a moun'iit by 
the red streamlets in every street. Jerusalem became heaps, 
and the mountain of the liouvSe us the high plfties of the forest. 
Within the circuit of eight miles, in the space of five months 
—foes and famine, pillage and pestilence, within — a triple 
wall around, aiid besieged every moment from without — 
eleven liundred thousand human beings perished—though 
tlie tale of each of theif' was a tragedy. Was there ever so 
concentrated a mass of misery 1 Could any prophecy be more 
faithfully and awfully fulfilled ? I’he prospect of his own cru¬ 
cifixion, wlien Jesus yvas on tlie way to Calvary, was not 
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From all lliat lias ^one before, we see the sinful 
aiifl fallen nature of man, contrasted with the love 

TDoro clearly before him, and seemed to affect him less, than 
the fate of Jt^nisaiem, ifnw full of tenderness, and frau};hf 
with tiulh, was the symi)iithetic response of the condolin'? 
sijflerer, to the wailings and lamentations of the women who 
followed him, when ho turned unto them, and beheld the city, 
which some of tliein might yel see wrapt in flames and 
drencJiml in blood, and said: “ l^aiJgbters of Jerusaleiu, 
weep not for me, but weep for yourselves and for your chil¬ 
dren. Por behold, the days are coming in the which they 
will say — Blessed are the barren and tlio womb that never 
bare, and the paps which never gave suck. 1'hen shall they 
begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us, and to the hills, 
Cover us. For if they do these things in the green tree, wdiat 
shall be done, in the dry V** No impostor ever b#ti*ayed such 
foldings as a man, nor predicted events so unlikely, astonish¬ 
ing, and true, as an attestation of a divine commission. Jesus 
revealed tho very judgments of God j forsuch the instrument 
by whom it w^as accomplished, interpreted the capture and 
destruction of .lerusalem, acknowledging that bis own power 
w'ould otherwise have been inefi’ectual. When eulogized for 
the victory, Titus disclaimed the praise, affirming that ho 
was only the instrument of executing the sentence of divine 
justice. And their own historian asserts, in conformity with 
every declaration of Scripture upon the subject, that the 
iniquities of the Jews were as unparalleled as their punish- 

. .. 

^ *. e. If such a fire were kindled “ in a green tree/' which 
was altogether unfit for fuel, what would be the case in respect 
of the “ dry wood,” which was every way ready for the flames'^ 
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and long-suffering of tliQ.merciful Jehovah. We 
have seen tlie hideous nature of sin in the treachery 

ment.^—After the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, some 
of tlie worst of ibe Jews took refuse in the castle of IVIasada , 
where, Ijeiug closel^y besieged by tlic llomaus, they, at tlie 
persuasion of Eleuzar ihoir leader, lirst murdered their wic* s 
and children; then ten men weie cho.st'U by lot to^slay the 
rest; this being done, one c*!' tlie ten was chosen in like inari« 
ner, to kill tbo other njntj; which, having executed, he set fire 
to the place, and then stabbed liimsidf. Tbore were nine hun¬ 
dred and sixty who perished in this miserable mannei ; and 
only two women and five boys escajied by biding tlnMnselves 
in the aqueducts under ground,"’—Bisnoe Mjwtov. 

“ A dreadful massacre was made of the Jews at Lisbon in 
1506, fir tbree days together j whore men wore not snffeied 
to die of their deadly wounds, but wei(‘ diaggcd by tludr 
mangled limbs into the market-place, where the bodies of the 
living and the slain, with others half alive and half dead, W(?ro 
burnt togetlier in beajis. The spectacle was so horritile, tiuil 
it quite astonished the rest of this wretched people, two thou¬ 
sand of whom perished in this barbarous manner. Parents 

- 1 - 

* Thus Josephus describes the Jews before tlieir ruin by 
the KoraansThey were a more atheistical generation than 
the inhabitants of Sodom."’—“ There was no act of wicked¬ 
ness that was not committed; nor can anyone imagine any 
thing so had that they did not do; endeavouring, publicly as 
well as privately, to excel one another, both in imj^'ety 
tow'ards God and injiAtice to their neighbours.”—Had not 
the Homans destroyed them, the earth would have opened and 
swallowed them, or hre from heaven would have consumed 
them.” 
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of Judas ; lu llio invidious false accusations of the 
i^rie^l and others; in the nnri^^hteous judg- 

‘lurst j(ot moiu'it for lln'ir t liiidn'i), noi t'luhlroii for tlx'ir 
parents, so that tlmn lo'arts no donljt wore ready to TiroaV 
with grn‘f. . , . A (loiree was made (in Spain, 1493) tliat 

all the Jews sliould either change their relii’ion, or (jitit the 
countiy in tliiee inonlhs. . . . Three hundred thonsarid, old 
atul vonne, men and w'ouien, went away on foot in one day, 
not Liiowint^ w hitlitn to ji:o. Soirn*went into J’ortu;;'td, others 
into Navvitro, where they rontlut(‘d» ivith many eahiimties ; 
toi soiin' ijei ame a prey, or perished bv faruin* and pestilence. 
And tlnM<dnu‘ ot!i( r-, committed thcinscdvos to llie sisa: . . . . 
}mt tlnno tlu'V' met with new disasiers : for inanv w'en* sold 

^ V 

for slaves wdien they came on an}'coast, manir w eie dtowned, 
many burnt in th(^ shij)s that wcie set on lire. After tins, a 
]>lai;ue .... s\vej)t away (he leal of the miserable wretcln'S, 
wJjo Were hated ]>v all manhind : so tijut all that fast number 
perished . . . except a very few .”—Huhnp l\Uri<'k, «a <jUi)U‘(l /ny 
6'cett. 

*' After Jerusalem luid been utterly desolated by the Ho¬ 
mans, they wn*re continn;ill\ provoked by the insiiruH tions 
and darine crimes of the Jews, iliat they juTseeuted them 
oven alrno.-itto t'xtirpation .'so llufct when the iiumbors destroyerl 
in the siege (not less than tdeveu hundred tliousand), and the 
tens of thousands which weio afterwards slaughtered year 
after year in every country are considered, it appears won- 
derful that there w'ere any remains of them loft.”—5c(^tf’.s 
Com. 071 the IVihle. 

'Jhe wrath of Jehovah has been reveale d from heaven ex¬ 
pressly for our wuirning (seo 1 Cor. x.%.), “ that we may fear 
this glorious and fearful name, T/ic Lonn onn Gon.” The 
plagues of the Jew's have indeed been ** made wonderful and 
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rnent of Pilute/ aj^aiiisl tlie convictions of Ins own 
conscience ; in the vile abuses of the ofbcers, sol¬ 
diers, and mob, all conibininf:^ against our blessed 
Lord; and in the whole of the complicated suffer¬ 
ings he endured, to make reconciliation for iniquity. 
Oh ! what is man ! how fickle^ wicked, and vain ! 
one day crying “ Hosanna to the Son of David 
and a few days after, V Crucify him! Crucify him !” 
And, oh ! how multiplied and distressing were the 
sufferings of the dear Saviour ! After he liad been 
harassed about, and abused all night, how was he 
hurried away to the judgment hall, and made a 
public spectacle so early in the morning! with 
what rancour did the barbarous crew run out 
against Inm ! how was the vilest of malefactors pro¬ 
of long contnmimcc,’' (bcc Dout. chap, vxviii.); and the 
buhylouiMli captivity, the pnniblnuent of their coniplicattHl 
idolulriefe, was so inconsidereible, either for tJie miserx/ oi ran- 
tinuance oii\, compared witlj their sufferings since they r('- 
jocted and crucified their iMesaiah ; tlnit the superior lualig- 
nit}'of that crime, above all winch w<*nL Imfor© it, is legibly 
written in the jiumshment. (.See Scott's nolc on Genms, chaji. 
xlix. 10,—“ I’his God hatli wrought, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes.”) “ W'hat stronger proofs,” adds bishop Newton, 
can we desire of the divine legation of Moses? Ilow tjfese 
instances may affect fctliers, I know not, but for mvselfl 
must acknowledge, they not only convince, but amaze and 
astonish mo beyond expression.” 
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feirod before him! what an infamous and unrigh¬ 
teous sentence was it that they passed upon him ! 
with wliat contempt and cruelty was he treated be¬ 
fore he came to his cross, and all the while he was 
hanging upon it! And who knows the distress ho 
underwent in his body, and the still greater anguish 
of soul that he felt, under the forsakings of his P'a- 
tlier and liis God! Oh! ti»e astonishing patience and 
love of the dying Redeemer! that lie would silently 
aitd willingly undergo all this, in the room and stead 
of sinners, and be contented to bo remembered with 
transgressors ! With what holy bravery did be 
own his true character, wliatsoever it might cost liiml 
liow calm was he under all injurious accusations 
and affronts ! and how was he led as a sheep to 
the slaughter ! What clear accomplishments w^ere 
verified in him of ancient prophecies, concerning 
the Messiah in his suffering character !* And 

• 

* Svo Psalms u. xxii. 1, 6, 7,16. IB; xxxv. 7. 11. 12 ; Ixix. 

21; cix. 2, ^1.5. 25 ; cxviii. 22. Dan. ix. 26, Zech. xiii. 
7 ; xii. 10. iLiuiali liii. 6^c. i!tc. The Jews not understanding 
wlmt Christ meant by Ins “ lifting up/’ (John viii. 20 j xu. 
.S2, 33), and not knowing that he had foretold his crucitixion 
to liis Apostles (Matt, xx, 19), instead of finally stoning him— 
the death appointed by their law (Le'^it. xxiv.l6.) for bias- 
j»l»einy (Matt. xxvi. 65), more than onco menaced against the 
Saviour (John viii. 59, x. 33), aud actually inflicted upon 
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what honourable testimonies were given to him 
amidst all his disgrace! by the prodigies that ap¬ 
peared at his death; by Pilate, who bore witn<‘ss 
to him as an innocent person, and as the King of 
the Jews ; by the centurion, who wtis forced to 
own him to be the Son of God ; by .losejdi of Ari- 
nuithca, wlio gave liim a ropntable bfirial; and by 
the good women, whose lo\e carried them above 
their fears of danger, that they might be eye-wit¬ 
nesses of all that passed, and testify thoir allec- 
tionate respect to him in a designed embalmment! 

Steplien (Acts vii. 58) for that ofTciice, unconsciously deli¬ 
vered Jum In the predicted Konnin cross. Again, tlu' luercing 
of Ids side ivas no part of tlie Uoimiii sontiuice, but merely to 
ascertain his being dead, previously to taking him down from 
the cross, “ that the body might not remain there on the Sab¬ 
bath-day,” which commenced that evening, a few hours after 
the crucifixion. From his early guu'ug np the ghokt, however, 
it was not necessary that a bone of him should be broktm” 
(Kxod. xii. dd. Num. ix. 12. Psal. xxxiv. 20.), like those of 
the two thieves, his fellow-sufferers (John xix. 32,33.) How 
literally all these predictions have been fulfilled !—incidents 
unparalleled in the whole range of history, and which could 
have been foreseen by the Almighty alone, 'i'hey w ere, cer¬ 
tainly, not fomseen hy the human agents concerned m their 
execution ; or they would never have contributed to the 'ful¬ 
filment of prophecies ri’sVerred even by tliemselves to the Mes- 
siali, and therefore verityiug tl«c divine mission of him whom 
they crucified os an imposter.j 
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And how can we sufficiently love ftnd honour him, 
who lliiis amazingly loved us, and gave himself for 
us? lie was A\lsely accused, that we might be 
honourably acquitted; he was wounded and 
scourged, that we might be healed by his stripes; 
he was clothed with a robe of derision, that we 
might be adorned with, a robe of righteousness ; he 
was crowned wdtli thorns, th^t we might wear a dia¬ 
dem of glory; his kingly office was insulted and 
ridiculed, that we might obtain royal dignity, as 
kings to God; be was condemned, that we might 
be justified; he carried his own cross, and was 
crucihed upon it, that he might bear our sins and 
sorrows, and the curse due to us, and that we 
might take up our cross and follow him*; he was 
numbered with transgressors, that we might be 
numbered with the righteous; he had vinegar to 
drink, that he might extend to us “ the cup of sal¬ 
vation he bowed tbe head, and gave up the 
ghost, that we might be exalted and live for ever ; 
he was buried in the grave, that he might sanctify 
It for us ; he finislied the whole work of our re¬ 
demption, that no demands of satisfaction to jus¬ 
tice might be made upon us; and the benefit of 
all this extends to sinners of the Gentiles, Romans, 
and Greeks, as w'ell as .lews. 

L 3 
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Oh ! how he wounded, who lu ids every dis ■' 
ease! how he was crowned with tliuiiis, who 
crowns his martyrs with unfading- garlands ! how 
he was stripped naked, who clothes the fields with 
flowers, and all the world with robes, the universe 
with glory, and the dead with immortality ! And 
when at the crucifixion, the heavens were con¬ 
founded, and the earth trembled, and the sun witli- 
drew his shining, am] left the w^orld in darkness, 
how did the blessed Jesus bow, and bcai with })a- 
tient humility, betraying no emotion of auger, but 
enduring without murmuring, all tliat earth and 
hell could lay upon liirn, till he had put the last 
* stroke to the linished picture of perfect patience, 
and prayed for his murderers ! whom ho has been 
ever since, and is now, ever ready to receive, upon 
their repentance, not only to })ardon, but to a par¬ 
ticipation of the glories of his kingdom ! What¬ 
ever God's power hath done, it can do mucli more ; 
but for his love, it can go no higher : he hath no 
greater thing to give than Christ. Most true it 
is, that in giving ns a being amongst the noblest 
order of terrestrial creatures—lierein is love: in 
feeding, supporting, and upbolding ns all our livjs 
long—herein is love t in protecting us from all 
the dangers that surround us—herein is love ; in 
making all things subservient to our use, our com- 
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Tort, and our happiness—herein is*lovc—groat atid 
wonderful love ! And yet set all this by his re¬ 
deeming love in Christ, and it seems nothing. 

Herein is love [indeed], not that wc loved Cod, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the pr(y- 
pitialion for our sins/’^ And not for ours only, 
hut also for the sins of the whole world/’t Oh, the 
inexpressible glory of the Iwe of God in Christ ! 

When the whole universe o/ heaven and earth 
sympathised in the sorrows and the sufferings of 
the Saviour—when all creatures were moved at 
his passion —when the sun was darkened, and the 
earth trembled to its centre—when the very rocks 
were cloven asunder, as if they had sense and 
sympathy in it; sliall sinful man alone be un¬ 
moved ? Man to whom it appertained, and tor 
whom it liath procured such unspeakable and un* 
imagined blessings! forgiveness of sins—peace 
with God—free access to li^rn as his adopted chil¬ 
dren—the pleasures of a holy life—hope abound¬ 
ing in the midst of trials—victory over death—a 
resurrection of the body to glory—the sight of 
God as he is, and the eternal enjoyment of him in 
hea»cn ! Wonderful indeed ! ^imagination, for 
once, is baffled—wonder itself is exhausted I The 
Son of God is dead ! crucified hy his creatures ? 




+ Ibid. ebap. li. verse 2. 


1 John jv. 10. 
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Surely, if at any time, the Seraphim of glory have' 
paused on the wing, and the celestial harps hung 
mute, it must have been when the Creator suffered 
death by the hands of his creatures—when the 
Prince of Life yielded up his spirit—when the Lord 
of Glory was committed to the tomb I* Be as* 
tonished, oh heavens, and confounded, O earth ! 
he whom angels obey, whom seraphs adore, before 
whom they veil theh faces, as conscious of their 
own comparative weakness, or as dazzled with the 
bhize of his infinite glories—he who created all 
things, and without whom nothing was created, be¬ 
came man ; took upon him the form of a servant; 

* " things the angels ilesiie, to look into,” 1 Peter 

I, 1 

According to outward apjienrances in the estimation of’ an 
unthinking world, our Lord, when on the cross, was covered 
with ignominy ; hut in tlio eyes of all holy intelligences, his 
crucilixion afforded the brightest manifestation of dignity 
and L,lorv God the Father now looked dow'u with infmirc 
('omplacency, and beheld the radiance of all his ]>erfections 
sliining forth ivilli the most resplendent lustre. The j)rjce of 
man’s redemjition had been stipulated in the councils of eter¬ 
nity, and for the space of four thousand years, couiitlet,s 
myriads of the human race had been received into heaven, 
upon the promise of its payment. The price was now laid 
down, the reign of slavery was now abolished, and the claims 
of Satan were eternally silenced. Angels and arch-ange”,^^ 
stooped down to pry into the mysteries of redemption, whilt 
the unredeemed in hoavmi perceived, witli inelTahle delight, 
the glorious medium of their eternal lolicitv ”— Rev. .J. Hvs^^cil. 
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perR)riuc(l obctVience; submitted to death,—the 
most infamous death of tlic cross ; died for sin¬ 
ners ; for his enemies, even when tiicy rose u[) in 
rebcIIioi\ aj^ainst him—saciificed for sinners—de¬ 
signed for sinners—accessible to sinners ! Let all 
the heavens adore him; and let all the cliildren of 
men be filled with wonder, and burn with gratitude! 
1 have sljown how his haflds and his feet were 
mangled and pierced ; tliough, hi the one he grasped 
and upheld multitudes of souls ready to sink into 
ruin ; and in the other hand, an everlasting in¬ 
heritance to give them ! I have pictured the blood 
issuing from his body, but who shall show us the 
water of life, streaming oceans of spiritual and 
eternal blessings, from the same source ? I liavc 
told how that blood covered his own body, but who 
can tell how it sprinkles the souls of others—sprin¬ 
kles many nations ? I iiave painted tlie crown of 
thorns he wore; but who «aii paint the crown of 
glory he purcliased ? The sun may be darkened 
in heaven, and the stars burn dim in the lapse of 
ages, but the pale face of the dying Redeemer will 
grow brighter and brighter in glory : for in all this 
thefe is a glory, and a height, aiid a depth, and a 
ength, and a breadth, more than man shall ever 
comprehend ; but let him never neglect so great a 
salvation; let hitn never lose hold of an atone- 
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merit made sure by him who cried ‘‘ it is fin^stiVd 
and brought m an everlasting righteousness, l^ct 
us give ourselves up to his guidance with the do¬ 
cility of children, overpow^.od y u kindness iliat 
we never merited, and .. lOve that stands unaltered 
f)y ail the perverseness; and ingratitude of our 
stubborn and sinful nci re. Had lie wdlled it, 
myriads of woihh vvouhl liave sprung up amid the 
fields of space, peopled with pure, exalted, holy 
beings, to adore his Godhead, and declare his glory : 
yet he chose to die by the hands of his creatures 
on this outcast atom of creation, h r liie redemp¬ 
tion of sinful, falle- mam —O'; I ;ne grace of 
our Lord Jesus Clinst; though he was rich, yet for 
our sa‘kes lie became poor, tliat we by his poverty 
might be made rich 

Let us therefore be ‘‘clothed with humility,”— 
man fell by pride, lie is restored in a way of hu¬ 
mility. He fell by self-dependence, be is saved by 
self-renunciation. Every thing connected with the 
cross of Christ opposes the reigning evil of our 
fallen hearts. Human wisdom receives not the 
doctrine, human pride comprehends nothing- of 
it. Repentance bygins in humility ; faith moves in 
humility as Its proper atmosphere, claiming nothing 
but from the undeserved mercy of God ; prayer is 

* ‘i Corinth, vui, 9 
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> of honiiiity; juslificalion is ii free 
|.»-ifl—lei lb;tt ten^'b us to bo bumble; salvation is 
of ^rac(‘—~le< boil /each us to be humble; holy 
obcilieiice i,. t!e‘ of submisstori--!c», that teaeli 
us to be bumble : every steii, e very act, ovory dutv, 
evei^ f(*elirtg' of -i (^liristiiu, all is bumibty* 
ligioii iS tile icmeJv of human oride, as it is not so 
tnucli a .-cieuco of the nuTierst.o iin,r as of the 
heart. • 

Finally, rememl)er, my Christian reader, that 
our Lord said, in the inulst of his sufferings, 
Weep not for me. \e daughters of Jerusalem.”* , 
'J'hes^i sullenneTi wt're not intended to excite the 
siijhs of se]»sibdii\, and dn* tears oL distress. 
Sympathy is jud the proper re'liirn for Jiis love. 
His sufferings ar^ tlio objects of our faith, and 
ought to awaken our gratitude. Neilln r ought we 
to vent our wrath againsi the eneipies and cruci- 
fiers of our Saviour. J^ook^inwards, O man ! search 
thine owm bosom ; there dwell the murderers of 
thy Lord, Tliy sms, thy crimes, thine uahaiiovved 
desires, and unmortified passions, were the actors 
ill that dreadful scene. The Jews and Itomans 
were but instruments in tliei» hands; but the 
feeble executioners of that wrath wluS* they pro¬ 
voked and drew downi. On these, therefore, ex- 


Lul<c arxiii. ^8. Logan. 
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Ijaust thy vengeance. Bring forth those ' ..iesi 

of thy*.,Saviour, anti slay them before his eyes. 

_ *■ * ' 

TI»en vye be joyfully kivited to the marriage 
suppef’"^bf the Lamb; then shall Jesus manifest 
himself to you, and shall say unto your souls, “ Be 
of good cheer, thy sins arc forgiven thce.'’’*^ 

Now, let the angels and elders around the 
throne of the Most'High — the “ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands'^ 
—strike their golden harps in glad hosannas of 
celestial harmony, “ Saying, with a loud voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, Jiud glory, and blessing.”-—And let every 
^creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and al 
that are in them,” respond the joyful hallelujah, 
j^r ever crying witli fresh ardour, “ Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever. Amen.^f 

• Matthew ix. 2. 

t* Uovelation v. It, 1^, 13, 14. 

FINIS. 


rmNibB BT stewj^kt and ro., old jiailky. 








